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AN    AFRICAN    SCENE. 


AMONG  all  the  continents  of  the  globe  the  least  is  known 
of  Africa.  The  difficulties  and  dangers  attending  the 
exploration  of  its  interior  have  been  so  numerous  that  but 
very  few  white  men  could 
muster  sufficient  courage  to 
go  far  from  its  sea  shores 
Because  of  the  ignoronce 
concerning  the  central  por- 
of  this  extensive  country  it 
has  received  the  title  of  "the 
dark  continent."  How  long 
a  time  will  elapse  before  it 
will  have  been  thoroughly 
explored  it  is  impossible 
to  say,  but  judging  from 
present  appearances  it  wil] 
not  be  many  years  before 
the  labors  of  the  adventur- 
ous whites  will  overcome 
the  many  obstacles  which 
oppose  the  onward  march 
ot  civilization. 

Our  engraving  represents 
the  natives  of  Africa,  as 
they  are  in  the  act  of  going 
out  to  a  newly-arrived  ves- 
sel. It  is  said  that  the  ne- 
groes, for  so  are  the  natives 
of  this  continent  called,  no 
sooner  see  a  vessel  cast  its 
anchor  before  they  crowd 
around  it  with  their  small 
boats  or  canoes  clamoring 
for  a  job  of  conveying  pas- 
sengers or  goods  to  the 
shore.  In  thi.«  way  they 
earn  a  little  money,  or  what 
to  them  is  still  better,  re- 
ceive some  eaudy  trinket 
for  their  labor,  Those  who 
]ive  near  the  sea  shore  arc  very  fond  of  the 
almost  as  much  at  home  in  it  as  arc  ducks. 

No  doubt  all  our  readers   have  heard   or  read  of  the  slave 


trade  which  was  carried  on  with  the  "dark  continent."  Even 
within  the  last  thirty  years  cases  have  been  known  where  ves- 
sels have  anchored  near  its  shores,  the  blacks  have  been  enticed 

on  board,  and  when  a  eer- 
jl  tain  number  had  collected 
themselves,  the  anchor  was 
raised  and  the  prisoners 
were  carried  to  foreign  ports, 
and  there  sold.  Many  per" 
sons  have  become  very 
wealthy  in  this  way,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  the  rev- 
olution in  the  minds  of  the 
people  since  the  late  Amer 
ican  rebellion,  there  is  no 
telling  but  what  this  bus" 
iness  might  have  been  con" 
tinued  until  the  present 
time. 

We  are  greatly  indebted 
to  Dr.  Livingstone  and  Hen- 
ry M.  Stanley  for  much  of 
the  knowledge  which  we 
now  possess  of  this  vast 
continent.  They  traveled 
through  its  unknown  for- 
ests, crossed  its  numerous 
streams  and  visited  its  var- 
ious "iribes,  thus  giving  to 
the  world  the  benefit  of 
their  labors,  and  revealing 
many  things  concerning 
that  country  which  other- 
wise might  have  remained 
for  years  enshrouded  in 
mystery.  Their  examples 
of  perseverance  and  energy 
are  now  being  followed  by 
other  men  whose  research- 
es   in    that    country      will 


water  and  are  doubtless  be  of  benefit  to  the  present  generation. 


Tiik  first  step  to  knowledge  is  to  know  that  we  are  ignorant. 
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NEW    TESTAMENT     FACTS     COR- 
ROBORATED BY  SECULAR 
WRITERS. 


BTJ.    H.    W. 
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TNa  former  article  was  shown  some  of  the  Internal  evidences  of 
■*■  the  validity  of  the  New  Testament.  By  continuing  our  inves- 
tigations we  find  other  and  valuable  proofs  of  its  authenticity. 
There  was  no  printing  in  those  days  ;  therefore  the  people  to 
whom  the  gospels  and  epistles  were  addressed,  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  by  the  handwriting  whether  these  docu- 
ments were  genuine  or  not.  For  example  Paul  in  his  second 
epistle  to  the  Thessalonians,  says:  "The  salutation  of 
Paul  with  mine  own  hand,  which  is  the  token  in  every  epistle: 
so  I  write.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you 
all.  Amen."  These  words  show  indeed  the  heart  of  an 
apostle;  but  what  a  business  man  would  most  appreciate  is 
the  fact,  how  greatly  these  few  lines  add  to  the  security 
against  forgery.  It  is  a  very  hard  thing  to  forge  a 
signature,  but  give  a  business  man  two  lines  of  any  man's 
writing  besides  that,  and  he  is  perfectly  secure  against 
imposition.  The  churches  to  whom  the  epistles  were 
written  and  to  whom  the  gospels  were  delivered  consisted 
largely  of  business  men,  merchants,  traders,  city  chamberlains 
and  officers  of  Cassar's  household.  Does  any  one  think  that 
such  men  could  not  tell  the  handwriting  of  the  apostle  who  had 
lived  among  them  for  years  or  that  they  cared  less  for  the  docu- 
ments of  the  srospel,  for  which  they  risked  their  lives,  than  we 
would  care  about  the  genuineness  of  a  ten  dollar  check  ? 
Tertulian,  who  lived  from  A.  D.  145  to  222,  was  one  of  the 
most  learned  men  of  that  age.  He  was  well  versed  in  Roman 
law,  in  ancient  philosophy,  history  and  poetry.  He  had  been 
brought  up  a  heathen,  and  was  not  therefore  likely  to  favor 
the  teachings  of  the  apostles  without  due  investigation.  His 
writings  are  interesting,  throwing  much  light  on  the  circum- 
stances and  social  questions  of  that  age.  He  traveled  exten- 
sively among  the  churches  which  the  apostles  had  planted  and 
claims  to  have  seen  the  original  copies  of  Matthew  and  John 
and  the  epistles  written  to  the  churches  at  Rome,  Corinth, 
Thessalonica,  Ephesus  and  Philippi,  and  refers  skeptics  to  the 
places  where  these  documents  could  be  found.  That  these 
writings  contained  the  same  words  as  are  in  our  present  New 
Testament  is  evident  from  the  numerous  quotations  in  Tertu- 
lian's  works. 

In  the  British  and  other  museums  may  be  found  thousands 
of  manuscripts  on  every  conceivable  subject  embracing  every 
age  for  the  past  sixteen  hundred  years  and  even  some  still 
earlier.  Among  these  manuscripts  are  over  two  thousand 
copies  of  the  New  Testament,  some  of  them  dating  back  to 
apostolic  times.  These  manuscripts  have  been  scrutinized  by 
the  most  critical  scholars ;  yet  the  result  of  this  examination 
is  merely  the  suggestion  of  thirteen  unimportant  alterations 
in  the  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-nine  verses  of 
the  New  Testament.  This  is  a  fact  utterly  unexampled  in  the 
history  of  manuscripts.  We  are  thus  by  the  special  providence 
of  God,  as  undoubtedly  in  possession  of  genuine  copies  of  the 
gospels  and  epistles,  some  of  which  were  written  while  the 
companions  of  the  Savior  were  still  living  and  the  divine 
authority  and  Priesthood  weft  still  upon  the  earth  as  we  are 
of  genuine  copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

There  is  no  history  so  trustworthy  as  that  prepared  by  con- 
temporary writers,  especially  by  those  who  have  themselves 


been  actively  engaged  in  the  events  which  they  relate.  Such 
history  never  loses  its  interest,  nor  does  the  lapse  of  ages,  in 
the  least  degree,  impair  its  credibility.  While  the  documents 
can  be  preserved  Xenophon's  "Retreat  of  the  Ten  Thousand," 
Wellington's  dispatches,  and  Washington's  letters  to  Con- 
gress, will  be  as  trustworthy  as  on  the  day  they  were  written. 
Of  the  great  facts  described  in  these  documents  addressed  to 
their  contemporaries,  able  at  a  glance  to  detect  a  falsehood,  we 
never  entertain  the  least  suspicion.  Many  such  historical  allu- 
sions might  be  quoted. 

We  have  selected  one  from  the  well-known  works  of  Taci- 
tus, the  celebrated  Roman  historian,  who  lived  between  A.  D. 
60  and  120,  and  wrote  a  history  of  Rome  up  to  the  reign  of 
the  emperor  Trajan.  Concerning  this  extract  from  the  history 
of  Tacitus  the  infidel  Gibbon  says,  "The  most  skeptical  criti- 
cism is  obliged  to  respect  the  truth  of  this  important  fact  and 
the  integrity  of  this  important  passage  of  Tacitus."  After 
relating  the  burning  of  the  city  of  Rome  by  order  of  Nero, 
and  his  attempt  to  transfer  the  odium  of  it  to  the  Christians, 
Tacitus  says : 

"The  author  of  that  name  was  Christ,  who  in  the  reign  of 
Tiberius,  was  put  to  death  as  a  criminal,  under  the  procurator 
Pontius  Pilate.  But  this  pestilent  superstition,  checked  for  a 
while,  broke  out  afresh  and  spread  not  only  over  Judea,  where 
the  evil  originated,  but  also  in  Kome,  where  all  that  is  evil  on 
the  earth  finds  its  way,  and  is  practiced.  At  first,  those  only  were 
apprehended  who  confessed  themselves  of  that  sect;  afterwards, 
a  vast  multitude  were  discovered  hy  them;  all  of  whom  were  con- 
demned, not  so  much  for  the  crime  of  the  burning  of  the  city,  as 
for  their  enmity  to  mankind.  Their  executions  were  so  contrived 
as  to  expose  them  to  derision  and  contempt.  Some  were  covered 
over  with  the  skins  of  wild  beasts,  that  they  might  be  torn  to  pieces 
by  dogsjsome  were  crucified;  while  others  havingbeen  daubed  over 
with  combustible  materials,  were  set  up  for  lights  in  the  nighttime 
and  thus  burned  to  death.  For  these  spectacles  Nero  gave  his  own 
gardens  and,  at  the  same  time  exhibited  there  the  diversions  of 
the  circus ;  sometimes  standing  in  the  crowd  as  a  spectator,  in 
the  habit  of  a  charioteer,  and,  at  other  times  driving  a  chariot 
himself;  until  at  length  these  men,  though  really  criminal  and 
deserving  of  exemplary  punishment,  began  to  be  commiserated 
as  people  who  we^e  destroyed,  not  out  of  regard  to  the  public 
welfare,  but  only  to  gratify  the  cruelty  of  one  man." 

Now  let  the  reader  take  up  the  New  Testament  and  read 
the  last  six  chapters  of  Acts  and  the  letters  of  Paul  to  Phile- 
mon, Titus  and  the  second  to  Timothy  all  of  which  contain 
less  reading  than  eight  ordinary  pages  of  the  Instructor. 
These  letters  were  written  when  the  aged  prisoner  was  ready  to 
be  martyred,  and  the  time  of  his  departure  was  at  hand.  Then 
let  the  reader  form  his  opinion  of  the  origin  and  nature  of  that 
faith  which  enabled  Paul  to  say,  "None  of  these  things  move 
me,  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  me,  that  I  may  finish 
my  course  with  joy,  and  the  testimony  which  I  have  received 
of  the  Lord  Jesus." 

There  is  still  another  kind  of  contemporary  history,  which 
does  not  even  propose  to  relate  history  at  all ;  but  is  for  that 
very  reason  entirely  removed  frcm  the  suspicion  of  making  a 
false  statement.  By  this  is  meant  contemporary  correspond- 
ence. The  undersigned  and  incidental  use  of  a  name,  a  date 
or  a  quotation  often  flashes  conviction  upon  the  reader's  mind 
in  the  most  forcible  manner.  If  we  have  the  private  letters 
of  celebrated  men  laid  before  us,  we  are  enabled  to  look  right 
into  them,  and  see  their  true  characters.  Thus  Macaulay 
exhibits  to  the  world  the  proud,  lying,  stupid  tyrant  King 
James,  displayed  in  his  own  letters.  Thus  the  celebrated 
Voltaire  records  himself  an  adulterer,  and  begs  his  friend 
D'Alembert  to  lie  for  him,  and  his  friend  replies  that  he  has 
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done  so.  Thus  the  correspondence  of  Thomas  Paine  exhibits 
him  drinking  a  quart  of  brandy  daily  at  his  friend's  expense 
and  refusing  to  pay  his  bill  for  boarding.  In  the  unguarded 
freedom  of  confidential  correspondence  the  veil  is  taken  from 
the  heart.  We  see  men  as  they  are.  The  true  man  stands 
out  in  his  native  dignity  and  the  gilding  is  rubbed  off  the 
hypocrite.  Give  to  the  world  their  letters,  and  no  just  person 
would  hesitate  to  pronounce  Hume  a  sensualist,  or  Washing- 
ton, an  honest  man— the  noblest  work  of  God. 

Now  we  are  in  possession  of  this  same  kind  of  indisputable 
evidence  concerning  the  great  facts  of  the  New  Testament. 
From  the  abundant  notices,  of  the  faith,  teachings  and  prac- 
tices of  the  early  Saints,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  works 
of  contemporaneous  writers,  historians  and  poets,  philosophers 
and  magistrates,  Jewish,  Christian  and  heathen ;  it  may  be 
well  to  select  one,  to  corroborate  and  compare  with  the  state- 
ments of  the  New  Testament.  Lest  we  should  be  accused  of 
partiality,  let  us  take  the  celebrated  letter  of  Pliny  to  Trajan. 
This  letter  is  utterly  undeniable  and  admitted  by  the  most 
skeptical  to  be  beyond  suspicion.  Pliny,  the  younger,  was 
born  A.  D.  61.  He  lived  and  died  a  pagan.  In  A.  D.  106, 
when  a  little  more  than  forty-five  years  of  age,  he  was 
appointed  by  the  emperor  Trajan  to  be  governor  of  the  Roman 
provinces  of  Pontus  and  Bithynia— a  vast  track  of  Asia- 
Minor,  in  which  were  situated  the  cities  and  churches  of 
Ephesus,  Smyrna,  Pergamos,  Thyatira,  Sardis  and  Philadel- 
phia. The  Epistles  of  Peter  "to  the  strangers  scattered 
throughout  Pontus,  Galatia,  Cappadocia,  Asia  and  Bithynia, 
brings  us  to  the  same  mountainous  region.  Pliny,  having 
taken  up  his  residence  in  Ephesus,  wrote  the  following  letter 
to  the  Roman  emperor: 

"Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan  wishes  health  and  happi- 
ness. 

"It  is  my  constant  custom,  Sire,  to  refer  myself  to  you  in  all 
matters  concerning  which  I  have  any  doubt.  For  who  can  better 
direct  me  when  I  hesitate,  or  instruct  me  when  I  am  ignorant? 
I  have  never  been  present  at  any  trials  of  Christians,  so  that  I 
know  not  well  what  is  the  subject  matter  of  punishment,  or  of 
inquiry,  or  what  strictures  ought  to  be  used  in  either.  Nor  have 
I  been  a  little  perplexed  to  determine  whether  any  difference 
ought  to  be  made  upon  account  of  age,  or  whether  the  young 
and  tender,  and  the  full  grown  and  robust,  ought  to  be  treated 
all  alike;  whether  repentance  should  entitle  to  pardon,  or  whether 
all  who  have  once  been  Christians  ought  to  be  punished  though 
they  are  now  no  longer  so. 

"In  the  meantime  X  have  taken  this  course  with  all  who 
have  been  brought  before  me,  ana  have  been  accussed  as 
Christians.  I  have  put  the  question  to  them  whether  they  were 
Christians.  Upon  their  confessing  to  me  that  they  were,  I 
repeated  the  question  a  6econd  and  a  third  time,  threatening  also 
to  punish  them  with  death.  Such  as  still  persisted,  I  ordored 
away  to  be  punished;  for  it  was  nu  doubt  with  mo,  whatever 
might  be  the  nature  of  their  opinion,  that  contumacy  and  inflex- 
ible obstinacy  ought  to  bo  punished.  There  were  others  of  the 
•game  infatuation,  whom,  because  they  are  Roman  citizens  I  have 
noted  down  to  be  sent  to  the  city  (Rome). 

"In  ii  short  time,  the  crime  spreading  itself  ever,  while  under 
persecution,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  divers  sorts  of  people  came 
in  my  way.  An  information  was  presented  to  me,  without  men- 
tioning the  niithor,  containing  the  names  of  many  persons   who, 

upon  examination  denied  that  they  wore  Christians,  or  bad  ever 
been  to;  who  repeated  after  me  an  invocation  to  the  gods,  and 
with  wine  and  frankincense  made  supplication  to  your  image, 
which,  for  that  purpose,  I  have  caused  to  bo  brought  and  set 
before  them  together  with  the  statues  of  the  deities.  Moreover 
they  reviled  the  name  of  Christ     N if  which  things,  as  is 

said,  thoy  who  are  really  Christians  can  by  any   moans  bo  com- 


pelled   to    do.      These,    therefore,"  I    thought    proper    to    dis 
charge. 

"Others  were  named  by  an  informer,   who  at  first  confessed 
themselves  Christians,  and  afterwards  denied  it.     The  rest  said 
they  had  been  Christians,  but  had  left  them;  some  three  years 
ago,  some  longer,  and  one  or  more  above  twenty  years.     They 
all  worshiped  your  image,  and  the  statues  of  the  gods;  these  also 
reviled  Christ.     They  affirmed  that  the  whole  of  their  fault  or 
error  lay  in  this :  that  they  were  wont  to  meet  together,  on   a 
stated  day  before  it  was  light,  and  sing  among  themselves  alter- 
nately, a  hymn  to  Christ  as  a  God   and   bind  themselves  by  a 
sacrament,  not  to  the  commission'of  anyjwickedness,  but  not  to 
be  guilty  of  theft,  or  robbery,  or  adultery  ;  never  to  falsify  their 
word  nor  to  deny  a  pledge  committed^to  them  when  called  upon 
to/return  it.     When  these  things  were  performed,   it  was  their 
custom  to  separate,  and  then  to  come  together  again  to  a  meal 
which  they  ate  in  common,  without  any  disorder;  but  this  they 
had  forborne  since  the  publication  of  my  edict,  by  which,  accord- 
ing to  your  command,  I  prohibited  assemblies.     After  receiving 
this  account,  I  judged  it  the  more  necessary  to  examine  two  maid 
servants,  who  were  called  ministers,  by  torture.     But  I  have  dis- 
covered nothing  besides  a  bad  and  expressive  superstition. 

"Suspending,  therefore,  all  judicial  proceedings,  I  have 
recourse  to  you  for  advice ;  for  it  has  appeared  to  me  a  matter 
highly  deserving  consideration,  especially  upon  account  of  the 
great  number  of  persons  who  are  in  danger  of  suffering.  For 
many  of  all  ages  and  every  rank,  of  both  sexes  likewise,  are 
accused,  and  will  be  accused.  Nor  has  the  contagion  of  this  super- 
stition seized  cities  only,  but  the  lesser  towns  also,  and  the  open 
country.  Nevertheless,  it  seems  that  it'may  be  restrained  and 
arrested.  It  is  certain  that  the  temples  jwhich  were  almost  for- 
saken, begin  to  be  frequented.  And  the  sacred  solemnities,  after 
a  long  intermission,  are  revived.  Victims,  likewise,  are  every 
where  brought  up,  whereas,  for  some  time,  there  were  few  pur- 
chasers. Whence,  it  is  easy  to  imagine,  what  numbers  of  men 
might  be  reclaimed,  if  pardon  were  granted  to  those  who  shall 
repent." 

Now  let  us  read  the  First  General  Epistle  of  Peter,  the 
First  General  Epistle  of  John,  and  the  second  and  third  chap- 
ters of  Revelation — only  about  as  much  matter  as  fourpages 
of  the  Instructor — and  we  will  be  able  to  see  the  force  of 
the  various  allusions,  to  the  numbers,  doctrines,  morals  and 
persecutions  of  the  Saints  as  mentioned  in  this  letter.     The 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith  then    are  not  the  gradual 
growth  of  centuries,  as  the  infidel  would  make  us  believe.  On 
the  other  hand  the  primitive  churches  possessed  a  perfection 
of  doctrine  and  organization  unknown  to  the  so-called  Chris, 
tian  churches  of  the  present  day.     In  the  life  time  of  those 
who  had  seen  the  Savior  crucified,  and  in  countries  a  thousand 
miles  distant  from  Jerusalem,  we  find  the  Saints  scattered 
over  Pontus,  Galatia,  Cappadocia,  Asia  and   Bithynia,  as  well 
as  in  the  worlds  proud  capital,   the  city  of  Rome.     In  this 
letter  also  wc  have  the  testimony  of*  apostates,  eager  to  savo 
their  lives  by  giving  such  information  as  they  knew   would  be 
acceptable  to  the  persecuting  governor,   the   testimony  of  the 
two  servants  under  torture,   and  the   unwilling,  yet   express 
testimony  of  their  torturer,  that  all  his  cruel  ingenuity  could 
discover  nothing  worse  th.m  what  he  called  "a  bad  and  exces- 
give  superstion."     Now  what  was  it  that  this  heathen  gover- 
nor called  a  "superstition  ?"     Why  simply   that    they  bound 
themselves  by  the  most,   solemn   religious  88rvio6S,    not    to  be 
guilty  of  theft,  robbery  or  adultery;  not  to  falsity  their  word, 

nor  deny  a  plcdgi initted  to  (hem;  and   when  a  statue  of 

I  lie  emperor  was  presented  to  them  they  refused  to  make  sup- 
plication to  il.     For  this  refusal,  and  this  alone,  he  ordered 

them  away  to   death.       And    as   these    martyrs   went    away   to 
torture  and  to  death  may  they  not  have  heard  tingling  in  their 
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ears  the  words  of  Peter  which  had  been  written  to  them  a  few 
years  previous,  "Beloved,  think  it  not  strange  concerning  the 
fiery  trial  that  is  to  try  you,  as  though  some  strange  thing 
happened  unto  you.  But  let  none  of  you  suffer  as  a  murderer, 
or  as  a  thief,  or  as  an  evil-doer,  or  as  a  busybody  in  other  men's 
matters"  [I.  Peter  iv.  12-15). 

Pliny  says  that  there  were  apostates  twenty  years  previous, 
that  is  in  the  year  86.  Now  does  not  that  exactly  coincide 
with  what  John  wrote  to  them  in  the  year  90 :  '  'They  went 
out  from  us  but  they  were  not  of  us,  for  if  they  had  been  of 
us,  they  would  no  doubt  have  continued  with  us"  (I.  John  ii. 
19).  So  Pliny  speaks  of  the  apostates,  "They  all  worshiped 
your  image  and  statues  of  the  gods;  these  also  reviled  Christ. 
None  of  which  things,  as  is  said,  they  who  are  really  Chris- 
tians can  by  any  means  be  compelled  to  do."  What  was  it 
that  enabled  the  early  Saints  of  all  ranks  and  all  ages,  of  both 
sexes  likewise,  to  joyfully  meet  death  in  its  most  horrid  forms? 
It  was  the  power  of  truth — it  was  the  power  of  God. 


HISTORY    OF     THE     CHURCH. 


[Continued  from  page  283.) 
'"T'HE  pioneers  had  started-  upon  a  journey  of  as  great 
■*■  importance  as  was  ever  made  by  any  company  of  men 
of  whom  we  have  any  account.  Persecuted  in  the  states  of 
the  Union  where  they  had  resided,  the  time  had  come  when 
to  find  a  resting  place  where  the  Saints  could  dwell  in  peace, 
free  from  murder,  violence  and  robbery,  they  must  seek  a 
home  far  beyond  the  confines  of  so-called  civilization.  Their 
fellow-countrymen  and  people  of  the  same  race  would  not 
suffer  them  to  worship  their  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  own  consciences  and  the  revelations  of  Jesus.  Now  they 
were  under  the  necessity,  therefore,  of  seeking  that  quiet  and 
liberty  among  the  red  men  of  the  deserts  and  mountains 
which  so-called  Christians  had  refused  to  permit  them  to 
enjoy.  When  the  history  of  these  proceedings  shall  be 
written  for  the  generations  after  us  to  read,  they  will  be 
astonished  that  men  professing  to  he  the  followers  of  the 
meek  and  lowly  Savior  should  be  guilty  of  such  acts  of  bar- 
barity, or  should  permit  them  to  be  committed,  as  the  Saints 
suffered  from.  They  will  wonder  how  it  could  be  possible  that 
the  people  could  not  see  that  they  were  indulging  in  the  same 
spirit  as  the  Jews  had  who  persecuted  and  crucified  the  Son 
of  God;  and  especially  when  they  saw  so-called  ministers  of 
religion  leading  and  urging  on  mob3  to  destroy  the  property 
of  the  Saints,  to  drive  them  from  their  homes  and  murder 
them.  They  will  wonder  why  they  failed  to  see  the  resem- 
blance between  their  conduct  and  that  of  the  Pharisees  and 
high  priests  of  old,  who  persecuted  Jesus  and  His  apostles. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  here  that,  in  all  the  persecutions 
which  the  Latter-day  Saints  have  endured,  ministers  who 
professed  to  teach  the  gospel  of  the  Son  of  God,  have  been 
the  most  active  in  stirring  up  feelings  of  hatred  and  animos- 
ity ;  and  exciting  the  people  over  whom  they  had  influence  to 
acts  of  violence  against  the  Saints.  To-day  they  are  the  most 
unrelenting  and  bitter  enemies  of  any  class  to  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  Doubtless  there  are  many 
worthy  men  among  them  who  are  opposed  to  persecution  and 
every  thing  of  that  character;  but  we  speak  of  them  as  a  class, 
and  we  say  that  many  of  them  prove  by  their  actions  that  they 
have  the  same  spirit  that  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  possessed  in 
ancient  days. 


Under  thj  leadership  of  President  Brigham  Young  and  his 
brethren  of  the  Twelve  Apostles,  the  pioneer  camp  started  to 
find  in  some  remote  part  of  the  land — in  the  recesses  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  a  place  to  which  the  Saints  could  gather. 
Many  of  the  people  felt  that  if  they  could  reach  a  healthy 
land  where  they  could  obtain  sufficient  food  to  sustain  nature, 
however  poor  it  otherwise  might  be,  they  would  be  content. 
They  were  tired  of  mobs;  they  were  tired  of  having 
their  houses  burned,  their  hard  earnings  destroyed ;  the 
lives  of  their  families  endangered,  and  living  in  a  condition  of 
constant  apprehension.  They  were  tired,  too,  of  the  thread 
which  were  constantly  made  and  the  machinations  which  were 
constantly  formed  against  the  lives  of  the  men  whom  God 
had  chosen  to  lead  them.  But  little  was  known  concerning 
the  Rocky  Mountain  country.  A  few  persons  had  passed 
through,  but  their  descriptions  were  of  a  very  vague  and 
unsatisfactory  character,  and  the  little  they  said  about  the 
land  was  unfavorable  to  it  as  a  place  for  any  large  number  of 
people  to  reside  in  ;  but  President  Young  had  the  assurance 
of  the  revelations  of  Jesus  that,  in  that  region,  the  Saints 
should  find  a  resting  place  where  they  should  grow  and 
increase,  free  from  mobs  and  their  afflictions.  Before  his 
death  the  Prophet  Joseph  also  had  predicted  that  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains  the  Saints  should  become  a  numerous  and 
great  people.  We  shall  probably  in  a  future  number  give 
you  a  detailed  account  of  the  pioneer  journey.  Peace  and 
prosperity  attended  the  company  in  its  travels. 

On  reaching  Bear  river,  which  is  now  in  this  territory, 
President  Young  had  a  severe  attack  of  mountain  fever  and 
he  was  very  sick.  He  proposed  that  the  pioneers  proceed 
over  the  mountains,  and  when  a  suitable  location  was  found, 
they  should  plant  potatoes  and  corn.  The  proposition  was 
approved  and  an  advanced  company  pushed  ahead.  Elders 
Orson  Pratt  and  Erastus  Snow  rode  into  Salt  Lake  Valley  on 
the  21st  of  July.  They  made  a  circuit  of  about  ten  miles 
and  returned  to  their  camp  late  in  the  evening.  The  next 
day  the  advance  company  entered  the  valley  and  camped  on 
the  banks  of  Kanyon  creek. 

On  the  23rd  they  moved  about  three  miles  and  encamped 
on  a  part  of  what  is  now  known  as  the  8th  Ward  in  this  city. 
The  same  day  President  Young  crossed  the  Big  Mountain. 
When  on  its  summit  he  directed  Elder  Wilford  Woodruff,  in 
whose  carriage  he  was  lying  sick,  to  turn  it  around  so  that  he 
could  have  a  view  from  that  point  of  a  portion  of  Salt  Lake 
Valley.  The  spirit  of  light  rested  upon  him  and  hovered 
over  the  valley  and  he  felt  that  there  was  the  place  the  Saints 
would  find  protection  and  safety.  The  next  day,  the  24th,  he 
and  the  brethren  who  had  remained  behind  with  him  entered 
the  valley.  The  next  day  a  meeting  was  held,  and  the  fact 
was  noted,  that  though  many  of  the  company  were  sick  when 
they  'started  from  Winter  Quarters,  none  had  died  on  the 
journey,  nor  had  an  animal  died,  though  a  few  were  lost 
through  carelessness.  Some  of  the  brethren  talked  about 
exploring  the  country  further  for  the  site  for  a  settlement. 
President  Young  said  that  he  was  quite  willing  that  the  coun- 
try should  be  explored  till  all  were  satisfied ;  but  that  every 
time  a  party  went  out  and  returned,  he  fully  believed  they 
would  agree  that  this,  Salt  Lake  Valley,  was  the  spot  for  the 
location  to  be  made.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  and  shows  con- 
clusively the  manner  in  which  President  Young  was  led  of  the 
Lord,  that  all  the  subsequent  explorations  of  this  country 
have  proved  Salt  Lake  City  to  be  the  best  point  at  which  the 
Saints  could  have  settled  in  the  beginning.  The  more  the 
country  is  known  the  more  clearly  this  appears.     Immediately 
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upon  the  arrival  of  the  pioneers  in  the  valley  the  members 
commenced  plowing  and  putting  seed  into  the  ground.  The 
site  for  the  city  was  selected  and  the  point  for  the  erection  of 
the  temple  was  designated  by  the  President  and  the  council. 
It  was  also  voted  that  the  city  lots  should  be  ten  by  twenty 
rods;  that  is,  one  and  a  quarter  acres,  and  that  the  streets 
should  be  eight  rods  wide.  A  fort  was  laid  out  at  which  all 
hands  commenced  to  work  building  ,houses  and  walls,  and 
industry  and  activity  prevailed  in  the  camp.  A  detachment 
of  the  battalion  which  had  been  left  in  New  Mexico  under 
the  command  of  Captains  James  Brown  and  Nelson  Higgins, 
and  Lieutenant  Wesley  Willis,  accompanied  by  a  small  com- 
pany of  brethren  who  started  from  the  state  of  Mississippi 
in  1S46,  arrived  in  the  valley  on  the  29th  of  July.  The  meet- 
ing between  these  brethren  of  the  battalion  and  the  pioneers 
was  a  very  happy  one,  and  they  joined  in  the  labors  of  form- 
ing a  settlement.  A  brush  bowery  was  built  under  which 
meetings  were  held.  It  was  recommended  by  President 
Young  that  all  who  desired  to  be  Latter-day  Saints  should  be 
re- baptized  and  re-confirmed.  He  set  the  example  himself  by 
going  forth  and  being  re-baptized  by  Brother  Heber  G.  Kim- 
ball. All  the  brethren  of  the  camp  were  also  re-baptized 
and  re-confirmed;  and  this  has  been  a  standing  rule  up  to  the 
present  time,  that  all  who  come  here  from  the  nations  of  the 
earth  should  renew  their  covenants,  by  going  forth  into  the 
water  and  being  re-baptized. 

(To  he  Continued.) 


MY    MISSION    TO    OREGON. 


BY  DAVID  M.    STUART. 


(Continued  from  page  294.) 

WE  next  went  to  Oregon  city  where  we  were  promised 
the  use  of  the  court-house  for  services,  but  when  the 
hour  appointed  for  meeting  came  the  key  could  not  be  found, 
the  sheriff  had  absconded  with  it.  Quite  a  crowd  had  gath- 
ered at  the  door  of  the  court-house  and  clamored  for  admit- 
tance and  made  threats  to  break  the  door  open;  I  told  the 
people  I  would  rather  speak  in  some  other  place  if  it  could 
be  found,  whereupon  a  gentleman  present  said  he  would  give 
me  the  use  of  the  "Music  Hall."  We  adjourned  to  that  place 
and  had  a  full  house  and  good  order.  At  the  close  of  the 
meeting  a  minister  challenged  me  to  a  discussion  on  the  ques- 
tion "What  is  God,  a  material  or  an  immaterial  being?"  He 
wanted  a  week  to  prepare  his  subject  for  discussion  and  I 
assented  to  his  proposals. 

A  Mr.  Hardin  took  us  to  his  home  where  we  were  kindly 
treated,  himself  and  wife  were  old  "Mormons."  He  intro- 
duce! us  to  a  great  many  of  the  leading  citizens.  We 
remained  in  that  city  until  we  had  built  up  a  large  branch  of 
the  Church,  with  .Joseph  Tracy  to  preside  over  it. 

The  court-house,  to  which  I  have  referred  as  being  closed 
upon  u>,  was  burned  down  shortly  after  the  occurrence.  It 
was  a  very  fine  building  and  valued  at  a  hundred  thousand 
dollar-.     The  fire  was  believed  to  be  incendiary. 

♦.•nit.-  a  number  embraced  the  gospel  here  and  the  Saints 
rejoiced  in  the  truth,  although  we  had  great  opposition  from 
false  brethren  and  Christian  ministers  who  incited  the  popu- 
lace against  us  to  commit  personal  violence  becau  c  with  scrip 
hires  and  reason  they  could  not  meet  us  in  public  debate  or  in 


private  conversation ;  those  who  dared  to  meet  us  in  public 
discussion  were  signally  defeated,  for  God  was  with  and 
blessed  us  with  wisdom  to  overthrow  their  sophistry  every 
time.  In  every  place,  too,  we  found  some  friends  to  feed  and 
defend  us  from  mob  violence  which  became  more  bitter  than 
ever  when  it  was  reported  that  Johnson's  army  was  marching 
against  Utah. 

In  Salem,  the  capital  of  Oregon  territory,  we  were  mobbed 
and  egged  in  the  court-house  and  yet  we  got  to  speak  there  a 
number  of  times  and  found  friends  among  the  more  intelligent 
of  the  community,  to  whom  I  appealed  for  protection  as  a  law- 
abiding  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

They  said  "Mr.  Stuart  we  know  you  have  violated  no  law 
in  our  midst:  we  believe  you  sincere  ;  we  know  the  Bible  sus- 
tains the  doctrines  you  preach,  but  if  we  tolerate  your  social 
system,  the  one  wife  system  will  be  demoralized  and  society 
overthrown." 

I  replied,  "Gentlemen,  in  the  days  of  Christ  and  His 
apostles  the. ax  was  laid  at  the  root  of  the  tree  not  only 
religiously  but  socially  and  politically;  so  it  is  now;  if  "Mor- 
monism' '  is  true,  then  every  tree  that  bringeth  not  forth  good 
fruit  shall  be  cut  down,  not  by  man  but  by  the  Almighty. 
We  are  willing  to  stand  the  test.  This  is  a  free  country  and  if 
your  religious  institutions  cannot  stand  against  the  influence 
of  "Mormonism"  they  are  false  and  must  needs  fall,  for  "Mor- 
monism"  will  stand,  being  founded  on  truth,  it  will  prevai] 
over  error  until  Christ  shall  come  and  usher  in  the  universal 
reign  of  righteousness. 

Our  enemies,  however,  were  unsatisfied.  They  went  so  far  as 
to  frame  a  law  and  had  it  presented  in  the  legislature  to  pre- 
vent us  preaching  in  Oregon,  but  like  all  other  laws  formed 
to  retard  the  work  of  God,  it  proved  abortive. 

We  preached  all  the  way  up  the  Willamit  valley  for  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles,  and  were  mobbed  in  every  place.  At 
one  place  on  the  coast  fork  of  the  Willamit  river,  near  Eugene, 
while  we  were  preaching  in  a  school  house  one  Sabbath  morn- 
ing, a  man  rushed  into  the  house  backed  by  a  mob  and  with 
a  large  butcher  knife  in  his  hand  swore  he  would  cut  me  open 
if  I  did  not  leave  the  house.  I  told  him  I  was  a  man  of  peace 
who  wished  to  introduce  peace  and  good  will  among  men ; 
"but,"  said  I,  "you  shall  find  a  man  who  will  meet  you  with 
the  same  weapons  you  bring  against  me,  he  shall  cut  your 
bowels  out,  for  the  same  measure  that  you  would  give  shall  be 
measured  to  you  again  pressed  down  and  running  over."  We 
retired  to  a  grove  near  by  and  continued  our  preaching  to  a 
large  crowd  of  people  who  were  called  together  by  the  excite- 
ment. 

About  one  year  after  this  occurrence  this  same  man  who 
drew  his  knife  upon  me,  got  into  a  row  with  a  neighbor  and 
was  stabbed  in  the  abdomen.  The  wound  never  healed — he 
actually  rotted  to  death,  and  often  declared  to  my  brother-in- 
law  that  the  curse  of  the  "Mormon"  preacher  had  come  upon 
him. 

While  we  were  battling  away  in  Oregon  for  the  gospel's 
sake,  our  brethren  in  Washington  territory  were  having  a 
hot  time.  An  organized  mob  headed  by  priests  and  apostates 
ran  the  Elders  out  of  the  country  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
and  ordered  the  Saints  to  renounce  "Mormonism"  or  leave 
the  country. 

The  following  resolutions  were  published  in  the  Oregon 
papers  on  the  sth  of  August  ls.")T. 

"Editor  Oregonian  : 

Tho  following  resolutions  were  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Lewis  river,  held  on  Sunday  August  2nd,  which  we 
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desire  published  in  your  paper  that  our  position  may  be  cor- 
rectly known  to  our  fellow-countrymen. 

"Wm.  Kinder,  "J.  Kinder, 

"John  Simmons,  "Wm.  Irven, 

"Wm.  Miller,  "0.  H.  Fairchild, 

"E.  T.  Lockwood,  "W.  Webb, 

and  others. 
"Resolved,  that  Salt  Lake  Mormonism  is  treason;  that  it 
authorizes  murder,robbery  and  the  breaking  open  of  the  United 
States  mails ;  that  every  inducement  is  made  to  proselyte  the 
■•less  intelligent  of  our  fellow-citizens  to  its  creed. 

"Resolved,  that  the  confiscation  of  individual  property  to 
Church  purposes  as  practiced  by  the  leaders  of  this  gigantic 
conspiracy  is  a  vital  denial  of  the  essence  of  the  Declaration 
of  American  Independence,  and  looks  to  the  subversion  of 
the  basis  of  civil  polity. 

"Resolved,  that  Brigham  Young  and  his  coadjutors  in  pro- 
fessing to  receive  revelation  from  God,  are  guilty  of  the  bas- 
est blasphemy  and  the  most  criminal  deception. 

"Resolved,  that  we  too  highly  prize  the  blessings  of  liberty 
and  too  strongly  adhere  to  the  laws  of  our  country  to  be  will- 
ing that  they  should  be  wrested  from  us  who  have  been  reared 
in  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave  by  Mor- 
mon usurpers  and  conspirators. 

"Resolved,  that  we  are  opposed  to  men  preaching  among  us 
who  endorse  the  outlawry,  the  tyranny,  the  blood  cruelty  of 
the  Mormon  leaders,  and  we  therefore  civilly  invite  the  Mor- 
mon preachers  now  among  us  to  leave  our  country,  or  renounce 
their  connection  with  the  Mormon  Church.  And  that  we  suggest 
to  those  two  or  three  families  among  us  who  have  been  har- 
boring, thereby  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  that  a 
sense  of  propriety  requires  them  to  desist  this  unpatriotic 
business. 

"Resolved,  that  while  we  are  unwilling  to  employ  coercive 
measures,  or  use  personal  violence  in  executing  our  determina- 
tion we  shall  fully  accomplish  our  object,  trying  the  virtue  of 
severer  means  when  milder  fail. 

"Resolved,  that  the  oath  administered  to  the  members  in 
the  'endowment'  is  treason  steeped  in  blood,  and  that  taken  by 
members  entering  into  the  Church  but  little  better." 

After  reading  these  threats  in  the  paper  my  spirit  was 
grieved  within  me  and  I  feared  for  the  safety  of  my  brethren 
in  Washington  territory.  I  therefore  decided  to  go  and  help 
them  in  the  unequal  strife.  I  left  Elder  Higgins  to  take 
charge  of  the  Saints  on  the  coast  fork  of  the  Willamit  river 
and  on  the  morning  of  October  5th,  1857,  I  started  in  com- 
pany with  the  president  of  the  Coast  Fork  Branch,  Harrison 
Keyes  and  Caleb  F.  Calvin,  who  were  going  to  Portland  to 
sell  their  grain.  We  camped  near  Salem  on  the  9th  of 
October. 

In  the  night  I  had  a  dream  that  I  preached  in  the  Salem 
court-house,  and  baptized  a  man.  This  dream  was  so 
impressed  upon  me  that  I  determined  to  stop  over,  and 
told  the  brethren  so  with  whom  I  traveled  in  the  morn- 
ing. They  tried  every  way  to  prevent  me  from  doing  this, 
reminding  me  that  a  mob  had  threatened  to  kill  me  if  I  ever 
returned  to  Salem. 

I  told  them  that  when  the  Lord  called,  it  was  our  duty  to 
obey  and  that  I  firmly  believed  my  dream  was  from  God. 

We  parted,  they  continuing  their  journey  to  Portland, 
while  I  went  to  Salem  and  called  on  Mr.  May,  the  proprietor 
of  the  principal  hotel  in  the  city.  He  had  always  been 
friendly  to  me  and  on  this  occasion  received  me  kindly  but 
wondered  that  I  should  return  to  Salem  knowing  that  on  my 


last  visit  a  mob  had  threatened  my  life  if  I  ever  returned. 
While  we  stood  conversing  the  marshal  of  the  city  entered 
the  hotel;  I  asked  him  for  the  use  of  the  court-house,  telling 
him  that  I  intended  preaching  there  in  the  evening. 

"Yes,"  said  he  "you  shall  have  it  and  I  shall  see  that  you 
have  an  orderly  meeting  this  time." 

It  was  Sunday.  The  news  spread  like  wild  fire  all  over 
town  and  at  the  hour  appointed  the  house  was  crowded  to 
overflowing.  The  marshal  was  on  hand  and  escorted  me  to 
the  stand,  he  told  the  congregation  that  he  wanted  all  to 
keep  order  and  if  there  was  any  person  present  who  did  not 
want  to  hear  me  speak  he  wished  him  to  retire  from  the 
building  for  he  was  determined  that  the  meeting  should  not 
be  disturbed. 

I  opened  the  meeting  by  reading  the  hymn,  "Oh  say  what 
is  truth!"  then  prayed  in  a  most  fervent  manner,  for  I  felt 
near  to  the  Lord.  I  spoke  on  the  first  principles  of  the 
gospel  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  there  being  perfect  silence  in 
the  hall.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the  spell  was  broken 
and  a  thousand  and  one  questions  were  asked,  not  about  what 
I  had  preached,  but,  such  as,  "What  will  the  Mormons  do 
when  the  army  marches  into  Salt  Lake?"  "I  told  them  that 
the  Mormons  had  done  nothing  to  cause  them  to  fear  an 
army ;  that  when  the  army  marched  into  Salt  Lake  they 
would  give  the  "Mormons"  a  severe  letting  alone  because  by 
that  time  they  will  have  learned  that  the  "Mormons"  are 
innocent  of  the  charges  made  against  them  and  there  will  be 
nobody  to  fight." 

( To  be  Continued. ) 


MAN'S     PRESUMPTION. 


BY  W.    J. 


~Y\  THEN  the  Great  Jehovah  placed  Adam  in  the  garden  of 
'  »  Eden,  He  gave  him  laws  by  which  he  was  to  be  gov- 
erned. One  of  those  laws  reads  thus:  "Of  every  tree  of  the 
garden  thou  mayest  freely  eat;  but  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge 
of  good  and  evil,  thou  shaltnot  eat  of  it:  for  in  the  day  that  thou 
eatest  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die."  In  the  giving  of  this 
law,  the  Lord  did  not  curtail  or  extend  the  agency  Adam  pos- 
sessed. At  his  option,  he  could  refrain  from  eating  that 
which  he  was  allowed  to  "freely  eat,"  or  eat  that  which  he 
was  commanded  not  to  eat,  and  to  his  Great  Law-Giver  only  was 
he  amenable. 

When  Jehovah's  well-beloved  Son  was  on  the  earth,  He 
was  commissioned  by  His  Father  to  give  laws  to  Adam's  race. 
An  important  one  reads  as  follows:  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world, 
and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.  He  that  believeth 
and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved,  but  he  that  believeth  not  shall 
be  damned."  Herein  man's  agency  is  not  destroyed  nor 
restricted.  "Every  creature"  to  whom  the  gospel  was 
preached,  enjoyed  the  fullest  liberty  to  believe  or  disbelieve,  at 
his  or  her  option,  and  he  or  she  is  amenable  to  God  only, 
and  not  to  man,  and  will  meet  the  result  of  his  or  her  faith 
or  the  want  of  it,  when  all  shall  stand  before  God  and  be 
judged  and  rewarded  "according  to  their  works." 

But  there  have  been  times  when  man — yes,  puny,  frail, 
erring  man,  has  prescribed  the  faith  of  his  fellows.  He  has 
also  attached  and  inflicted  penalties  for  not  embracing  this 
man-prescribed  faith,  thus  taking  upon  himself  the  awful  and 
solemn  prerogative  and  responsibility  which  belongs  to  God 
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alone.  A  few  of  the  "Blue  Laws  of  Connecticut"  will  sup- 
port this  position.  Here  is  one :  '  'No  one  shall  be  a  free- 
man, or  give  a  vote,  unless  he  be  converted,  and  a  member  in 
full  communion  of  one  of  the  churches  allowed  in  this  state. " 
Here  the  faith  is  prescribed,  the  penalty  clearly  indicated,  and 
it  was  inflicted,  no  doubt,  with  Puritanic  strictness  and  sever- 
ity. You  must  be  a  member  of  one  of  the  churches  which 
we  please  to  approve,  or  we'll  not  let  you  enjoy  and  exercise 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  freeman  and  a  voter.  Here  is 
another  which  is  similar  in  spirit  and  effect:  "No  Quaker, 
or  dissenter  from  the  established  religion  of  this  dominion, 
shall  be  allowed  to  give  a  vote  for  the  election  of  magistrates, 
or  any  officer. "  But  this  is  not  all— read  this  beauty:  "No 
food  or  lodging  shall  be  offered  to  a  Quaker,  Adamite  or 
other  heretic."  What!  Deprive  him  of  food  and  shelter? 
Kill  him  with  the  intolerable  gnawings  of  hunger  and  burnings 
of  thirst,  and  the  more  intolerable  bitings,  piercings  and 
deathly-chilling  blasts  of  a  northern  Winter,  while  hungry 
and  shelterless  on  your  inhospitable  streets  at  night,  and  that, 
too,  because  he  cannot  believe  in  the  same  religion  as  you 
believe  in?  But  we  are  not  quite  done.  Two  more  of  these 
laws  we  quote:  "If  any  perton  turn  Quaker,  he  shall  be 
banished,  and  not  suffered  to  return  but  on  pain  of  death." 
"JNo  Catholic  priest  shall  abide  in  this  dominion;  he  shall  be 
banished,  and  suffer  deaih  on  his  return."  Thus  it  will  be 
perceived,  that  if  a  member  "of  one  of  the  churches  allowed 
in  the  state,"  saw  better  discipline,  more  truth  and  more  of 
everything  else  which  constituted  a  religion  suited  to  his  reli- 
gious ideas,  in  the  Quaker  community,  and  exercised  his  God- 
given  privilege  to  join  said  community,  he,  like  the  Catholic 
who  attempted  to  make  his  home  in  the  state,  would  be  ban- 
ished from  home,  friends,  country  and  everything  earth  holds 
which  is  dear  to  man  ;  and  both,  should  they  return,  would  be 
subject  to  the  greatest  penalty  which  can  be  inflicted  upon  the 
foulest  murderer  who  imbrues  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  inno- 
cence. 
These  were  days  concerning  which  Mackay  writes  thus: 

"They  were  days  when  the  headsman  was  always  prepared — 

The  block  ever  ready— the  ax  ever  bared  ; 

When  a  corpse  on  the  gibbet,  aye,  swungfb  and  fro, 

And  Hi n  fire  at  stake  never  smoulderod  too  low  ; 

When  famine  and  age  made  a  woman  a  witch, 

To  be  roasted  alive,  or  be  drowned  in  a  ditch  ; 

When  difference  of  creed  was  the  vilest  of  crime, 

And  martyrs  were  burned  half  a  score  at  a  time." 

At  least,  the  spirit  of  the  "Blue  Laws  of  Connecticut,"  is 
the  spirit  of  bigotry,  banishment  and  religious  murder  con- 
cerning which  he  writes;  and  he  also  writes  as  follows,  in  full 
faith  and  hope,  no  doubt : 

"Bat  the  present,  though  clouds  o'er  her  countenance  roll, 
Has  h  light  in  her  eye",  and  a  hope  in  her  soul  ; 
And  we  are  tOO  wise,  like  the  bigots,  to  mourn 
For  the  darkness  of  days  that  shall  never  return." 

"That  shall  never  return?  "  But  they  are  returning,  friend 
Mackay!  In  this  broad  land  of  boasted  freedom,  where 
liberty's  most  powerful  champions  claim  to  dwell;  in  this  exten- 
sive, liberty-loving  country,  which  claims  to  be  tho  asylum  of  the 
oppressed  of  all  nationalities;  in  this  aspiring  country,  which 

would  like  to  rank  first  on  earth,  and  which  would  have  (bus 
ranked  had  she  not  slain  the  prophets  of  God;  in  this  doubly- 
favored  nation — favored  above  all  nations  geographically,  and 
favored  with  a  heaven-bestowed  constitution  which  contains 
this  inspired  clause:     "Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting 


an  establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exerise 
thereof" — in  this  "land  of  the  free  and  home  of  the  brave," 
laws  have  been  enacted  in  this  ninteenth  century  of  gospel 
effulgence,  which  equal  in  wicked  intolerance  some  of 
the  "Blue  Laws"  of  old  Connecticut.  Those  laws  are  not  at 
hand  to  quote  from,  but  they  embody  this  interdiction  and 
spirit :  If  you  Latter-day  Saints  believe  in  and  practice  the 
ancient,  Biblical  marriage  law,  as  given  by  Jehovah  to  the 
Patriarchs  of  olden  times,  and  practiced  by  them  for  about 
four  thousand  years,  you  shall  neither  vote  nor  hold  office  under 
the  government  of  the  United  States;  and  this  prohibitory 
penalty  has  been  pretty  generally  and  effectually  inflicted  upon 
those  who  have  dared  to  believe  the  Bible,  and  the  word  of 
the  Lord  as  given  by  its  author  in  latter  times.  Now,  these 
laws  ought  to  be  "blue"  enough  to  satisfy  the  malice  of  the 
most  bigoted ;  but  the  same  influence  which  inspired  them 
and  prompted  their  passage — the  same  professed  followers  of 
the  meek  and  lowly  Nazarene,  suggest  other  pains  and  penal- 
ties; for  disfranchisement  is  not  enough.  The  Christian 
spirit  which  inspires  their  pious  souls,  dictates,  at  sundry 
times,  dismemberment,  confiscation,  extermination  and  the 
mild  persuasion  of  the  sword,  the  rifle  and  the  cannon.  How 
extremely  tolerant!  What  exemplary  brotherly  love !  How 
well  adapted  to  make  each  man  a  brother  and  a  friend  !  What 
heavenly  means  with  which  to  bind  old  Satan,  and  establish  a 
millennial  reign  of  peace  and  righteousness,  during  which 
Christ  shall  reign  in  glory  on  the  earth! 

But  who  authorized  man,  when  acting  in  an  individual,  reli- 
gious, governmental  or  any  other  capacity,  and  without  reve- 
lation from  God,  to  originate  or  prescribe  any  kind  of  faith  or 
mode  of  worship  for  any  being  on  all  the  face  of  this  earth  ? 
Or  who  authorized  him  to  prohibit  or  enforce  any  particular 
faith  or  form  of  worship  ?  The  Bible  is  declared  to  be  the 
basis  of  human  jurisprudence.  Religiously,  it  is  pronounced 
a  sufficient  rule  of  faith  and  practice.  And  where,  on  all  its 
sacred  pages,  is  there  the  least  intimation  that  uninspired  man 
has  the  least  prerogative  to  dictate  his  brother  man  in  his  faith 
and  worship?  It  can  not  be  found.  Man  has  no  such  author- 
ity. Under  God,  man  is  as  free,  religiously,  as  the  Summer 
breeze.  God  giveth  life  and  He  only  has  the  right  to  take  it. 
God  giveth  salvation  to  His  children,  and  He  only  has  the 
right  to  say  on  what  terms  it  shall  be  given.  Those  terms  are 
given  to  man.  He  is  amenable  to  God  only  for  his  observance 
or  non-observance  of  the  conditions  of  salvation.  If  he  com- 
plies with  them  in  strictness  and  humility,  his  salvation  is 
sure,  and  man  and  Satan  combined  cannot  prevent  it.  If  he 
fails  to  comply  with  these  conditions,  he  will  fail  to  obtain 
the  salvation  offered,  and  there  is  no  power  in  earth,  hell  or 
heaven  that  can  give  it  to  him.  Feeble  man,  therefore,  being 
unauthorized,  and  without  the  power  to  save,  cannot  prescribe 
a  faith  or  form  of  worship  for  his  brother-man,  nor  hold  him 
to  accouutability,  nor  inflict  a  penalty  upon  him  for  non- 
adherance  to  a  nian-prescribed  faith — these  are  prerogatives 
and  powers  vested  solely  in  tho  Great  Jehovah,  and  presum- 
ing meddlers  with  these  prerogatives  and  powers  will  experi- 
ence His  hot  displeasure  unless  they  speedily  and  humbly 
repent. 


FRIENDSHIP  contracted  with  (he  wicked  decreases  from  hour 
to  hour,  like  the  early  shadow  of  morning;  but  friendship 
formed  with  the  virtuous  will  increase  like  the  shadow  of 
evening,  till  the  sun  of  life  shall  set. 


SS2* 


312 


JTJTEITILE     HTSTBUCTOR. 


GEORGE}    Q,.    CANNON, 


EDITOR. 


SALT  LAKE  CITY,  OCTOBER  15,  1883. 
EDITORIAL    THOUGHTS. 


UR  semi-annual  conference  has  closed, 
leaving  a  delightful  impression  upon  all 
those  who  have  partaken  of  the  spirit  of 
it.  The  meetings  were  well  attended, 
those  on  Sunday  being  crowded  to  the 
utmost  capacity,  and  hundreds  outside 
unable  to  gain  an  entrance  to  our  large 
tabernacle. 
The  instruction  given  was  varied  and 
<£0WJSKt^  more  than  usually  interesting.     It  seems 

to  be  the  feeling  of  all  the  leading  men  of 
Israel  that  a  stricter  life  must  now  be  expected 
from  Latter-day  Saints  than  heretofore.  It  is  felt 
that  fifty-three  and  a  half  years  having  passed 
since  the  organization  of  the  Church,  it  is  time 
that  the  laws  and  commandments  of  God  should  be 
more  faithfully  kept,  and  that  the  laxity  which  has 
prevailed  ,  heretofore  in  some  directions  should 
cease. 
Considerable  has  been  said  of  late — and  especially  during 
this  conference — concerning  the  Word  of  Wisdom.  We  con- 
fess to  a  feeling  almost  akin  to  shame  at  hearing  this  urged 
upon  the  Priesthood  at  this  late  date.  Have  we  not  had 
experience  enough  in  the  benefits  which  flow  from  the  observ- 
ance of  these  wise  counsels  of  the  Lord  to  observe  these 
simple  laws  of  health?  It  seems  extraordinary  that  there 
should  have  to  be  so  much  preaching  upon  this  subject,  espe- 
cially among  men  and  women  who  have  experience  in  the 
Church  and  in  life.  We  can  understand  the  necessity  of 
teaching  children  upon  this  subject  and  dwelling  upon  its 
importance  to  them;  but  to  be  constantly  having  "revivals," 
as  they  may  be  termed,  among  the  older  members  of  the  com- 
munity seems  to  us  a  necessity  which  should  not  exist.  Now 
we  are  having  a  little  spurt  of  zeal  upon  this  subject.  Men 
bearing  the  Priesthood  are  resolving  once  more  to  keep  the 
Word  of  Wisdom.  They  will  probably  urge  their  families  to 
do  so  likewise.  But  how  long  will  this  last?  Will  the  zeal 
die  out  after  a  little  and  they  drop  back  into  the  old  habits 
until  another  spurt  of  zeal  takes  possession  of  them?  This 
has  been  the  case  in  the  past.  We  would  like  for  the  sake  of 
Zion  that  this  may  be  a  permanent  reform,  and  that,  at  least 
among  the  Priesthood,  there  will  be  no  further  occasion  to 
make  new  resolves  upon  this  subject.  It  seems  worse  than 
child's  play  to  be  constantly  making  resolves  in  this  direction 
and  constantly  breaking  them.  The  Word  of  Wisdom  ought 
either  to  be  obeyed  or  Dot  to  be  obeyed.  If  it  ought  to  be 
obeyed  it  should  become  part  of  our  lives.  It  should  be  a 
rule  observed  in  every  household  in  the  land.  Our  food  and 
the  beverages  upon  our  tables  should  be  cooked  in  view  of 
the  word  of  God  respecting  these  matters,  so  as  to  remove 
all  temptation  from  young  people  to  violate  the  counsel  God 
has  given  upon  this  subject. 

The  Word  of  Wisdom  is  one  of  the  least  revelations  in  many 
respects  that  we  have  given  unto  us.  It  is  so  simple  that  every 


child  can  understand  it,  and  can  observe  it  without  difficulty. 
We  think  it  a  great  pity  that  it  should  not  be  observed  by  all 
the  leading  men  of  Israel  and  their  families.  Probably  the 
carelessness  with  which  it  is  treated  among  the  people  is  due 
as  much  to  the  example  of  many  of  the  leading  men  and  their 
families  as  to  any  cause  ;  but  we  consider  this  a  small  offense 
compared  with  others  which  exist  among  the  Saints,  concern- 
ing which  little  or  nothing  is  ever  said.  There  are  practices, 
secret  in  their  nature,  which  prevail  in  the  world  and  which 
are  brought  here  that  are  more  dreadful  in  their  consequences, 
both  to  body  and  mind,  than  any  violation  of  the  Word  of 
Wisdom.  •  These  are  seldom  mentioned.  They  are  forbidden 
topics.  Yet  every  parent  in  Israel  should  be  alive  to  their 
importance  and  should  seek  at  every  opportunity  to 
impress  upon  his  children  their  importance.  Every  child 
should  be  taught  to  be  chaste  and  pure  in  thought,  in  word 
and  in  action.  No  child  should  ever  do  anything  in  secret  that 
it  would  blush  to  have  its  father  or  mother  know  it  did.  This 
should  be  enforced  upon  children  as  a  rule.  There  is  no  need 
to  mention  details ;  there  is  no  need  to  suggest  to  children 
vices  of  which  they  know  nothing;  but  there  is  need  to 
impress  upon  their  minds  the  immense  importance  of  purity 
in  secret  as  well  as  in  public.  They  should  be  taught  the  full 
value  of  the  meaning  of  chastity.  When  lessons  of  this  kind 
are  impressed  properly  upon  children's  minds  they  will  shrink 
from  these  secret  evil  practices  as  from  pollution. 

We  trust  the  readers  of  the  Juvenile  will  bear  in  mind  the 
lessons  we  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  them  respecting 
their  secret  lives.  Do  not  associate  with  boys  and  girls  who 
talk  vulgar  talk,  who  tell  vulgar  tales,  who  speak  of  vulgar 
practices,  and  say  things  which  you  dare  not  say  in  the  pre- 
sence of  your  father  or  your  mother.  Never  mingle  with 
them.  Shun  them  as  you  would  the  small-pox  !  You  would 
not  willingly  if  you  knew  it  go  with  persons  who  had  a  conta- 
gious disease  like  the  small-pox ;  but  that  of  which  we  speak  is 
far  worse,  far  more  deadly  and  destructive  than  any  conta- 
gious disease — it  not  only  destroys  the  purity  of  the  mind, 
but  it  brings  destruction  of  the  body. 


Latter-day  Saints  will  have  to  live  lives  of  greater  purity 
hereafter  if  they  wish  to  remain  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints.  The  laws  of  the  Church  will  be  enforced 
with  greater  strictness.  God  is  moving  upon  His  servants  in 
this  direction.  And  is  it  not  right?  What  is  law  given  for 
if  not  to  be  obeyed?  If  a  man  violates  the  laws  of  the  land 
he  expects  to  pay  the  penalty.  Are  not  the  laws  of  God 
equally  binding?  Ought  we  not  to  expect,  if  we  violate  them, 
to  pay  the  penalty  which  He  has  threatened  to  inflict?  The 
Lord  says:  "That  which  is  governed  by  law  is  also  preserved 
by  law  and  perfected  and  sanctified  by  the  same."  If  we  are 
to  be  saved  it  must  be  in  obedience  tp  the  laws  of  God.  No 
man  who  breaks  these  laws  can  expect  salvation.  This  is 
important  fr  every  one  to  understand.  That  which  distin- 
guishes Latter-day  Saints  from  those  who  are  not  Saints  is 
their  obedience  to  law.  They  have  heard  the  laws  of  God, 
they  have  obeyed  them ;  but  when  they  stop  obeying  those 
laws,  they  cease  to  be  what  they  profess  to  be  and  cannot 
claim  the  blessing  and  the  salvation  promised. 


The  Juvenile  Instructor,  as  its  name  implies,  is  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  the  young  people  of  Zion.  The  subjects 
treated  upon  from  time  to  time  in  its  columns  are  mainly  for 
the  benefit  of  the  children  of  the  Latter-day  Saints.  This  being 
the  case,  those  interested    in  Sunday  schools  are  naturally 
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interested  in  the  publication  of  the  Juvenile  ;  and  we  are 
pleased  to  be  informed  that  some  Sabbath  school  teachers — 
influenced  by  the  importance  of  impressing  certain  principles 
upon  the  minds  of  the  children — have  adopted  the  plan  of 
reading  certain  articles  from  its  columns  to  their  classes.  In 
this  way  the  lessons  we  endeavor  to  teach  are  pointedly  brought 
before  the  minds  of  the  young.  The  idea  is  an  excellent  one 
and  must  result  in  good. 

We  believe  we  can  safely  assert  that  during  the  many  years 
this  paper  has  been  published  it  has  maintained  its  place 
among  western  periodicals  as  the  best  illustrated  paper  issued. 
While  we  admit  that  it  is  capable  of  much  improvement,  we 
still  deem  it  worthy  the  patronage  of  the  Saints  and  think  a 
copy  should  be  found  in  every  household,  for,  as  Apostle  Moses 
Thatcher  remarked  at  our  semi-annual  S.  S.  Union  meeting, 
"It  is  the  best  paper  published." 


THE    SOUTHERN    STATES 


THE  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  Brother  H.  S.  Bea- 
tie,  Jr.,  to  the  officers  and  members  of  the  14th  Ward 
Sunday  school  will  help  our  readers  to  form  some  idea  of 
the  condition  of  the  people  who  reside  in  the  Southern 
States.     He  writes  from  Caneyville,  Kentucky: 

"It  has  been  several  months  since  I  left  my  home.  During  this 
time  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  a  Sunday  school  in  these 
parts.  The  people  here,  I  am  very  sorry  to  say,  do  not  know 
anything  about  such  institutions.  The  few  Saints  who  reside  in 
this  locality  are  so  widely  scattered  that  it  is  impossible  to  organ- 
ize a  school  of  any  size.  In  this  respect,  as  in  many  others,  we 
see  the  superior  advantages  which  the  children  in  Utah  have 
more  than  those  possessed  by  the  youth  who  are  reared  in  the 
world. 

"Education  is  very  much  neglected  here.  A  great  many  per- 
sons have  not  obtained  even  the  commonest  rudiments  of  educa- 
tion. I  visited  a  family  a  few  days  since  and  not  one  of  them 
could  read  or  write.  Nor  was  this  family  an  exception,  for  there 
were  hundreds  of  others  in  the  same  condition.  The  lands, 
crops,  stock  and  everything  that  I  have  seen  in  my  travels  seem 
to  be  very  inferior  to  ours. 

"We  meet  some  persons  who  are  very  kind  to  us,  while  others 
are  hostile.  One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  we  have  to  encounter  is 
to  find  houses  in  which  to  hold  meetings.  Some  buildings  are  said  to 
be  open  for  the  use  of  ministers  of  every  denomination,  but  when 
the  Elders  of  our  Church  apply  for  admission  the  doors  are  gen- 
prully  closed  against  them.  My  companion  and  I  lately  returned 
from  a  journey  of  275  miles,  200  of  which  we.  walked, 
and  during  the  whole  distance  we  were  only  able  to  obtain  the 
u.-i!  "I  ■ « r i ■  -  school-house  for  meeting,  and  we  were  then  permitted 
to  sleep  all  night  on  the  benches  without  having  had  either  din- 
ner or  supper.  We  traveled  in  several  counties,  but  met  with 
very  little  encouragement,  many  persons  oven  refusing  to  listen 
to  u-  at  all.  Governor  Murray  was  raised  in  this  state,  and  there 
are  many  people  of  his  stamp  still  to  bo  found  hero. 

"I  juet  returned  yesterday  from  Louisvillew  here  I  visited  the 
grand  Southern  Exposition.  It  is  a  very  fine  affair.  The  main 
building  covers  thirteen  acres  of  ground,  while  the  park  or 
garden  contains  about  thirty  acres  with  numerous  buildings  in 
different  parts  of  the  same.  The  beautiful  art  gallery  contains 
pictures  1<>  the  value  of  more  than  a  million  dollars,  a  descrip- 
tion of  which  would  lie  impossible.  It  is  said  that  this  exposi- 
tion i-  not  fur  behind  the  centennial  exhibition  at  Philadelphia, 

and  to  say  tlmt  it  is  magnificent  but  faintly  expresses  the  beauty 

of  the  display. 

"I  saw  there  "  patent  chicken  ha teber,  or  incubator,  and  several 
bickl  that  Imd  been  hatched  out;  seventy  kinds  of 
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merchantable  timber  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  kinds  of 
native  grass  from  Arkansas;  a  section  of  the  cable  from  the 
bridge  between  New  York  and  Brooklyn  composed  of  6,000 
galvanized  cast  steel  wires  the  estimated  strength  of  which  was 
twenty-three  million  three  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  and  many 
other  things  too  numerous  to  mention. 


DESERET  S.  S.  UNION  MEETING. 


THE  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Union,  was  held  on 
Monday  evening,  September  the  3rd.  1883,  in  the  Salt 
Lake  Assembly  Hall,  General  Superintendent  George  Q.  Can- 
non presiding. 

After  singing,  prayer  was  offered  by  Elder  James  Mc_Ghie, 
and  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
accepted. 

Superintendent  Willard  Snow,  being  called  on,  reported 
the  Farmers  Ward  Sunday  school  in  good  condition,  consider- 
ing that  they  did  not  then  have  a  full  organization  and  were 
widely  scattered  through  living  on  their  farms.  They  had 
nine  classes ;  and  eighty  names  enrolled  with  an  average 
attendance  of  about  sixty.  The  sacrament  was  administered 
each  Sunday.  They  used  the  works  published  by  the  Union. 
Their  Bishop  and  his  counselors  were  regular  visitors.  As  for 
himself,  when  he  joined  the  school  he  deterruioed  to  do  all 
the  good  in  his  power  and  he  felt  the  same  in  his  present  posi- 
tion. 

Superintendent  Paul  A.  Elkin  reported  the  Sugar  House 
Ward  Sunday  school  as  well  organized.  Their  total  number 
was  two  hundred  and  two,  divided  into  nine  classes.  Included 
in  this  number  were  two  theological  classes  and  an  excellent 
primary  class  of  sixty  little  pupils.  This  class  taught  by 
Sisters  McGhie  and  Hanson,  was  one  of  the  most  interesting 
in  the  school.  The  people  in  the  Ward,  like  those  of  Farm- 
ers Ward,  were  much  scattered  which  probably  prevented 
many  from  attending  as  regularly  as  they  otherwise  would. 

President  George  Q.  Cannon,  as  before  announced,  con- 
tinued his  highly  interesting  address  on  the  scenes  and  inci- 
dents connected  with  the  first  settlement  of  Salt  Lake  Val- 
ley. 

This  was  followed  by  music  from  the  16th  Ward  brass  band, 
who  had  just  returned  from  a  serenade  tendered  to  Sister 
Belle  Harris. 

Brother  Evan  Stephens  and  his  class  furnished  the  excel- 
lent music  rendered  upon  this  occasion. 

It  was  announced  that  Brother  Stephens  and  his  musical 
classes  would  have  the  use  of  the  Assembly  Hall  on  the  next 
Monday  evening,  when  he  would  explain  his  method  of  teach- 
ing the  children  vocal  music. 

After  the  appointments  for  reports,  musio  and  doorkeepers 
for  the  next  meeting  were  made,  the  meeting  adjourned  to 
the  lir*t  Monday  in  October,  at  7.30  p.  m. 

Singing,   "Look  up  and  put  your  trust  in  God." 

Benediction  by  President  A.  M.  Cannon. 


I'ut  it  out  of  the  power  of  truth  to  give  you  an  ill  charac- 
ter; and  if  anybody  reports  you  not  to  be  an  h Bl  man,  let 

your  practice  give  him  the  lie  ;  and  to  make  all  sure,  you 
should  resolve  to  live  no  longer  than  you  can  live  honestly;  for 
it  is  better  to  be  nothing  than  a  knave. 
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NATURAL  STEPS  IN  CANADA. 


THE  beautiful  scene  here  represented,  is  a  fall  of  the  Mont- 
morenci  river,  situated  about  nine  miles  below  the  city  of 


peculiar.  ^  It  will  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  the  engraving 
that  the  limbs  of  the  trees  mostly  slant  in  a  downward  direc- 
tion. This  is  caused  by  the  great  weight  of  the  winter  snow. 
Indeed  the  vegetation  and  foliage  of  this  whole  region  bears  a 


Quebec.  This  beautiful  stream  rises  in  the  Laurentian  moun- 
tains, which  form  the  northern  boundary  of  Quebec  and 
Ontario.  The  scenery  of  this  region  is  highly  picturesque,  and 
to  dwellers  in  more  southern  latitudes  decidedly  strange  and 


striking  resemblance  to  that  surrounding  the  lakes  in  the  high 
mountain  regions  of  this  territory.  The  Montmorenci  after 
receiving  the  waters  of  numerous  beautiful  little  lakes  and 
plunging  over  several  precipices,  at  length  loses  itself  in  the 
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bosom  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  But  apart  from  its  natural 
beauty,  there  are  other  considerations  which  make  this  scene 
interesting.  Not  far  from  the  mouth  of  this  little  stream 
Jacques  Cartier  and  his  sailors  moored  the  first  European  vessel 
that  ever  plowed  the  waters  of  the  noble  St.  Lawrence,  1608. 
Still  a  little  further  up  the  river  where  the  soil  appeared  more 
inviting,  they  planted  the  first  French  colony  in  the  new 
world,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Quebec.  Here,  a  century  and 
a  half  later  these  cliffs  resounded  with  the  roar  of  the  French 
and  British  cannon,  and  here  it  is  said  the  lamented  General 
Wolfe  spent  a  few  days  in  the  beautiful  season  of  a  Canadian 
Indian  Summer. 

The  geology  of  this  region  is  also  worihy  of  notice.  Of 
late  years  the  strata  of  the  Laurentian  rocks  have  been  the 
subjects  of  scientific  examination.  Dr.  Dawson,  Sir  William 
Logan  and  Prof.  Agassiz  have  carefully  observed  and  written 
concerning  them.  They  have  given  it  as  their  opinion  that 
here  was  produced  the  first  vegetation  after  the  dry  land 
emerged  from  the  bosom  of  the  primeval  ocean.  Agassiz 
makes  use  of  these  remarkable  words:  "There  was  a  time 
when  the  high  land  north  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  great 
lakes  was  a  low,  sandy  bar  washed  by  a  boundless  ocean." 
Thus  scientists  are  beginning  to  admit  that  in  the  crust  of  the 
earth  there  are  indications  that  America  is  the  oldest  of  the 
continents. 

The  observing  traveler  that  wanders  up  and  down  these 
"natural  stones"  cannot  fail  to  be  impressed  not  merely  with 
the  wild  beauty  of  the  scenery  around  him  but  also  with  the 
fact  that  these  rocks  were  once  the  home  of  wonderfully 
shaped  creatures,  whose  remains,  now  turned  into  stone,  are 
found  imbedded  in  the  various  strata.  Here  also  on  the  upper 
strata  may  be  found  the  tracks  of  reptiles  and  birds  imprinted 
in  the  mud  before  it  had  hardened  into  rock ;  thus  showing 
that  air-breathing  animals  had  begun  to  appear  on  the  surface 
ol  the  earth  at  the  time  that  these  rocks  were  formed.  When 
these  events  occurred  seems  utterly  beyond  the  power  of 
human  wisdom  to  determine.  Perhaps  it  was  thousands  or 
even  millions  of  years  before  the  creation  of  man.  In  all  there 
are  about  one  hundred  steps.  The  lower  ones  are  much  worn 
by  the  action  of  the  water,  and  some  of  them  are  only  visible 
at  low  tide.  The  scene  presents  many  themes  for  reflection  as 
it  shows  very  plainly  the  gradual  formation  of  Ihe  various 
strata  of  the  rocks  as  well  as  indicates  the  mighty  convulsions 
which  have  taken  place,  while  the  earth  was  being  prepared 
for  the  habitation  of  man. 

J.  H.  W. 


THE 


MANUFACTURE 
BUTTONS. 


OF 


(Continued  jrom  page  300.) 

WK  may  now  proceed  to  examine  the  methods  of  produc- 
ingbuttonsniadeof  plastic  materials,  which  generally  owe 
their  form  to  pressure.  The  foremost  place  in  this  category  must 
be  given  to  the  horn,  or  more  properly  speaking,  the  Imnf 
button,  the  material  being  the  hoofs  of  cattle  boiled  down  to  a 
sort  of  thick  pulp.  This  kind  of  button  can  boast  of  a  vener- 
able antiquity,  and  large  quantities  were  made,  and  sold  at  a 
very  low  rate,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  Mut- 
ton, the  quaint  historian  of  Birmingham,  speaks  of  "the 
cloaks  of  our  grandmothers,  ornamented  with'  a  horn  button 
nearly  the  size  of  a  crown  piece,  a  watch,  or  a  John-apple 


curiously  wrought. "  These,  no  doubt,  were  clumsy  produc- 
tions compared  with  those  of  the  present  day,  which  are  in 
many  instances  distinguished  by  taste  and  elegance.  Some  of 
the  designs  are  of  the  most  elaborate  character,  full  of  fine 
detail ;  the  soft  material  taking  the  print  of  every  delicate 
line  in  the  die.  Unfortunately,  this  sharp  and  clear  impres- 
sion soon  begins  to  wear  off,  and  after  a  time  the  horn  button 
becomes  as  smooth  as  an  old  sixpence. 

The  dies  in  which  they  are  moulded  are  of  brass,  highly 
polished.  A  number  of  presses  are  ranged  round  the  shop 
each  containing  the  top  and  bottom  dies,  or  matrices,  of  the 
button.  The  operator,  commencing  at  one  end,  puts  a  small 
quantity  of  the  warm  and  plastic  material  into  the  mould, 
brings  down  the  top  die  upon  it  with  considerable  pressure, 
and  leaves  it  there.  He  then  goes  on  to  the  next,  and  so  on 
to  the  end,  by  which  time  the  first  button  is  cooled  sufficiently 
to  be  taken  out.  The  edges  have  afterwards  to  be  trimmed 
and  the  buttons  are  completed.  The  shanks,  if  any,  have 
been  previously  placed  in  the  dies,  and  the  material  presses 
round  and  encloses  them,  so  that  the  attachment  is  perfectly 
complete.  If  it  is  a  large-sized  button  that  is  being  made, 
each  press  encloses  but  a  single  one  ;  but  for  smaller  sizes,  the 
die  may  have  a  row  of  holes,  each  exactly  the  counterpart  of 
the  other.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  skill  and  ingenuity  con- 
sist, not  in  the  actual  making  of  the  buttons,  but  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  dies  ;  and  it  will  perhaps  be  proper  to  describe 
the  manner  in  which  any  required  numbers  of  them  are 
obtained  in  exact  duplicate,  although  the  description  properly 
refers  to  another  trade,  that  of  die-sinking. 

In  the  first  place,  a  die  is  sunk  in  steel  in.  the  ordinary  man- 
ner. When  it  is  hardened  and  polished,  a  piece  of  red-hot 
steel  is  driven  into  the  impression  by  the  repeated  blows  of  a 
stamp.  If  properly  done,  the  precise  print  of  the  die  can  be 
obtained  upon  this  "hub,"  as  it  is  called.  At  this  stage,  an 
opportunity  occurs  to  enrich  the  design  by  the  short  cut  of 
practising  on  the  hub.  For  instance,  if  it  is  intended  that  the 
button  shall  have  incised  marks  or  letters  upon  it,  or  if  any 
part  of  the  design  is  to  be  sunk  in  its  surface,  now  is  the  time 
to  insert  those  particulars.  If  they  were  actually  cut  in  the 
matrix,  each  of  the  intended  depressions  being  left  standing 
in  relief,  it  would  necessitate  endless  labor  ;  but  they  can  bj 
struck  in  the  hub,  by  means  of  punches,  with  very  little 
trouble.  All  that  is  wanted  is  to  finish  up  the  hub  to  be  the 
exact  counterpart  of  the  features  of  the  intended  button  in 
every  particular.  Then,  when  it  is  in  its  turn  hardened  and 
polished,  it  will  strike  any  number  of  matrices,  from  which 
countless  millions  of  buttons  can  be  made,  all  microscopically 
alike. 

Porcelain  buttons,  which  are  not  now  made  in  England  at 
all,  are  also  fashioned  in  moulds.  Thirty  years  ago  the  idea 
was  first  introduced  by  a  Birmingham  man,  Mr.  11.  Prosser, 
and  taken  up  by  the  celebrated  Saffordshire  potters,  Messrs. 
Minton  and  Co.  The  French,  for  some  reason  or  other,  took 
warmly  to  the  trade,  and  probably  by  the  unscrupulous  use  of 
child  labor,  drove  their  formidable  competitors  out  of  the 
market,  and  now  have  it  all  to  themselves.  There  is  nothing 
remarkable  about^he  buttons,  except  their  cheapness.  The 
present  wholesale  price  is  about  nine  and  a  half  pence  for  a 
great  gross,  viz.,  Ill  dozen,  neatly  sewn  on  a  good  paper,  and 
made  to  look  spruce. 

Some  kinds  of  glass  buttons  are  moulded,  or  pinched,  by 
methods  nut  differing  sufficiently  from  those  described  to  Oall 
for  further  description  ;  but  there  are  other  ways  of  producing 
them,  which  may  be  interesting.   One  method  is  identical  with 
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that  which  is  used  for  making  glass  beads — indeed,  the  but- 
tons are  beads,  fitted  with  a  shank.  Colored  glass  is  drawn 
into  rods  of  the  required  guage,  each  rod  having  a  hole  down 
the  center  like  that  in  the  stem  of  a  tobacco  pipe.  The  workman 
breaks  off  a  piece  of  this  rod,  threads  it  on  a  wire,  and  sitting 
down  before  a  lamp,  directs  a  jet  of  flame  on  to  the  end  of  it 
with  a  blow-pipe,  and  melts  a  piece  off.  He  twirls  round  the 
wire  with  his  fingers,  and  the  fused  bit  of  glass  assumes  a 
globular  form  by  the  cohesion  of  its  particles.  The  shanks 
are  affixed  in  an  ingenious  way.  A  piece  of  fine  wire  is 
doubled  up  close,  and  on  the  double  end  is  soldered  a  small 
round  plate,  or  "collett,"  not  much  bigger  than  a  good  pin's 
head.  The  bight  of  the  wire  is  then  passed  through  the  hole 
in  the  button,  coming  out  a  little  way  on  the  opposite  side  ; 
the  collett  preventing  it  from  slipping  completely  through,  and 
forming  an  ornament  for  the  top  of  the  button.  A  second 
collett  is  passed  over  the  projecting  wire,  and  pushed  up  close 
to  the  under  side  of  the  button  ;  and  then  the  loop  is  opened 
out  to  form  the  shank.  The  method  of  making  solid  ball 
buttons  of  glass,  with  shanks  attached,  is  no  less  ingenious. 
The  shank  is  formed  first,  of  bent  wire  as  before,  with  a  little 
length  to  spare  in  the  two  ends  ;  these  are  then  spread  out  a 
little  in  the  shape  of  a  V ;  the  loop  of  the  shank  is  fixed  in 
the  lathe,  and  while  it  is  revolving,  the  workman  melts  off  upon 
it,  with  a  gas-jet  and  a  blow-pipe,  sufficient  glass  to  make  a 
button,  from  a  thin  rod  which  he  holds  in  his  hand.  The 
glass  wraps  round  the  wire  in  a  ropy  form,  just  like  so  much 
melted  sealing-wax,  but  a  few  turns  under  heat  makes  it  fall, 
of  its  own  accord,  into  a  true  spherical  shape,  perfectly  smooth 
and  seamless. 

These  last  two  varieties  of  button,  though  we  have  included 
them  in  our  third  class,  as  being  made  of  plastic  material,  do 
not  owe  their  form  to  pressure.  We  have  now  to  speak  of 
one,  which,  though  pressed  into  shape  is  not  made  of  plastic 
material.  This  is  the  papier-mache  button.  It  is  principally 
u'ed  for  children's  boots  and  shoes,  and  is  consequently  only 
made  in  small  sizes.  The  blanks  are  cut  out  of  sheets  of  thick 
paste-board  in  the  ordinary  manner  with  a  press,  the  punch  at 
the  same  time  making  a  stab  in  the  center  of  the  disc  to 
receive  the  shank.  The  shanks  are  stuck  in  by  children,  and 
the  soft  button,  which  is  no  more  than  a  bit  of  brown  paper, 
being  put  under  a  heavy  press,  and  subjected  to  a  powerful 
squeeze,  is  compressed  into  shape,  and  becomes  as  hard  and 
smooth  as  ivory. 

Such  are  a  few  of  the  processes  in  vogue  in  this  remarkable 
industry.  We  have  ODly  aimed  at  describing  the  leading 
features  of  those  which  appear  to  head  the  groups,  their 
modifications  being  so  numerous  as  to  make  it  hopeless  to  try 
to  bring  any  detailed  account  into  reasonable  compass.  A 
mere  list  of  the  various  kinds,  patterns,  and  designs  of  the 
buttons  now  in  the  market  would  fill  several  numbers  of  this 
periodical.  It  is  hoped  that  what  has  been  written  will  enable 
the  reader  to  comprehend  sufficiently  the  main  principles  of 
button-making.  A  few  words  as  to  the  position  of  the  trade 
in  England  may  not  be  inappropriate  in  conclusion.  It  is  far 
from  being  one  of  our  monopolies,  or  even  one  of  our  special- 
ities. Mr.  J.  P.  Turnes,  the  authority  before  quoted,  puts 
down  the  number  employed  in  all  branches  of  the  trade  in 
Birmingham  at  about  6,000 ;  a  total  which  would  not  be 
materially  swelled  by  including  the  whole  kingdom.  The 
French  Official  Catalogue  of  the  Exhibition  of  1867  stated 
that  the  number  then  employed  in  France  was  22,000 ;  and 
further,  that  the  industry,  comparatively  insignificant  thirty 
years  before,  had  made  extraordinary    progress,    and    that 


France  was  then  furnishing  to  the  civilized  world  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  whole  button  manufacture.  Mr.  Turner, 
on  the  other  hand,  supposes  that  "the  quantity  exported  from 
Germany  to  other  countries  must  far  exceed  that  from  both 
England  and  France  together. ' '  The  causes  of  French  supremacy 
are  not  far  to  seek.  In  an  article  susceptible  of  such  infinite 
variety  of  design  and  ornamention  as  a  button,  the  high  art 
education  of  the  French,  their  natural  aptitude,  and  long 
experience  in  the  production  of  elegant  trifles,  find  a  most 
convenient  opportunity  for  their  exercise.  The  result  is,  that 
they  have  established  a  reputation  for  the  artistic  varieties 
with  all  the  buyers  of  the  world,  and  these,  also  attracted 
towards  Paris  as  the  Mecca  of  fashion,  seek  to  complete  their 
purchases  without  coming  to  England.  The  German  buttons 
only  excel  the  English  in  cheapness.  Selected. 


THE    POWER    OF    PRAYER. 


BY  ANGLICUS. 


I  WANT  to  relate  a  little  incident  for  the  benefit  of  the  boys 
and  girls  who  read  the  Instructor,  by  way  of  strengthen- 
ing their  trust  in  the  Lord  and  showing  them  the  power  of 
prayer.  The  circumstance  I  am  about  to  relate  took  place  in 
a  large  commercial  city  called  Bristol,  which  is  in  the  west  of 
England. 

I  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  when  I  went  to  work  for  my 
employer.  Soon  afterwards  my  master  had  a  son  born  to  him 
who  was  named  Daniel.  Being  naturally  fond  of  children,  I 
soon  became  very  much  attached  to  the  new  comer.  At  meal- 
times I  would  take  him  upon  my  knee  and  give  him  part  of 
my  food,  and  as  the  time  passed  our  love  for  each  other  became 
more  intense.  So  matters  went  along  with  us  until  Dan,  as 
we  called  him,  got  to  be  two  or  three  years  old.  About  this 
time  be  became  very  sick  with  croup — a  complaint  very  com- 
mon among  children  in  that  moist  country.  The  disease  grew 
steadily  upon  him,  and  his  father  being  a  well-to-do  workman 
engaged  the  services  of  a  very  able  physician  to  attend  him, 
and  the  best  of  care  aud  nursing  were  bestowed  upon  him. 

So  obstinate  did  the  sickness  become  that  the  doctor  had  a 
portion  of  the  room  partitioned  off  and  the  compartment 
heated  with  steam,  so  that  the  little  patient  was  kept  in  a 
temperature  of  seventy-five  degrees  continually.  Still  no 
change  for  the  better  was  visible  and  hope  for  his  recovery, 
was  being  given  up  by  all  who  saw  him. 

Ladies  would  call  in  and  their  general  verdict  was,  "He  can- 
not live." 

There  was,  however,  one  exception  to  this  resignation  of 
hope.  I  persisted  in  saying  that  he  would  live  and  not  die 
just  then. 

Perhaps  my  young  friends  will  think  I  was  presumptuous 
in  making  such  a  declaration  so  plainly  contradictory  to  the 
statements  of  those  of  so  much  greater  experience  than  I ;  but 
I  think  not.     I  will  explain  the  reason. 

As  I  before  stated,  I  loved  the  child  dearly.  When  he 
became  sick  I  went  home  and  knelt  by  my  bedside  and  prayed 
as  earnestly  as  ever  before  or  since  for  the  recovery  of  the  boy 
to  his  wonted  health  and  strength.  I  continued  so  to  plead 
before  my  Heavenly  Father.  I  told  Him  in  my  simple  way 
that  if  He  would  be  kind  enough  to  heal  the  boy  it  might  be 
that  he  would  be  of  service  in  His  kingdom.  I  finally  received 
satisfaction  in  my  mind  that  my  prayers  had  been  heard  and 
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would  be  answered  in  the  behalf  of  my  young  and  sick  friend. 
Therefore  I  felt  as  confident  of  his  ultimate  restoration  to 
health  as  I  did  of  my  having  prayed  for 'him.  Well,  the  crisis 
came,  and  slowly  but  surely  signs  of  life  appeared  more 
brightly,  and  so  continued  until  he  got  thoroughly  well  and 
able  to  participate  in  his  childish  sports  as  well  as  any  one. 
His  restoration  to  health  was  considered  miraculous  by  all  who 
had  been  acquainted  with  his  sickness.  The  doctor  (Mr. 
Mine)  said  in  a  conversation  with  the  boy's  father,  "Why,  Mr. 
Evans,  your  son  is  like  a  lamb  snatched  from  the  jaws  of  a 
lion." 

His  father  began  to  enquire  of  me  how  I  knew  his  boy 
would  get  well.  I  simply  told  him  that  I  knew  it.  "Well," 
said  he,  "if  I  knew  it  was  by  any  of  your  doings,  I  would  be 
a  Mormon  to-morrow." 

I  was  too  bashful  to  say  that  I  prayed  for  the  boy.  I  some 
times  charge  myself  with  neglect  in  this  matter.  Then  some- 
times I  think  it  as  well  I  did  not  inform  him  because  if  he 
had  joined  the  Church  he  would  have  done  so  because  of  this 
manifestation,  which,  while  it  may  be  very  proper,  is  not  the 
safest  way  to  receive  the  gospel. 

This  occurred  about  the  year  1869.  If  my  young  readers 
will  figure  a  little  they  will  find  out  that  this  little  boy  is  now 
grown  to  be  a  young  man. 

I  have  written  to  England  lately  to  enquire  where  he  is  and 
I  intend  to  write  to  him  and  labor  to  bring  him  into  the 
Church,  which  I  believe  will  be  accomplished  as  surely  as  his 
recovery  from  sickness. 

This  is  no  fiction,  it  is  a  fact.  His  parents  were  sincerely 
opposed  to  the  doctrines  which  our  boys  and  girls  are  being 
taught  in  Sunday  schools,  primary  associations  and  by  their 
parents  and  the  Priesthood  in  Zion.  Yet  they  would  admit 
the  truth  of  what  I  have  been  telling  our  young  friends. 

In  writing  this  it  has  not  been  with  any  view  to  self-glorifi- 
cation. Far  from  it.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  healing 
of  that  child  more  than  asking.  Our  Heavenly  Father  was  in 
and  through  it  all.  But  what  I  wish  to  establish  is  that  the 
Lord  is  near  us  if  we  will  only  seek  Him.  If  our  little  broth- 
ers and  sisters  or  playmates  are  sick,  we  should  go  and  lay  our 
desires  before  Him  with  the  same  simplicity  and  confidence 
that  we  would  ask  our  earthly  parents  for  bread  and  butter, 
etc.,  and  we  will  find  that  our  prayers  will  be  heard,  unless  the 
Lord  thinks  it  is  not  wisdom  to  grant  our  requests. 

We  should  be  very  careful  what  we  ask  our  Heavenly  Father 
for.  A  little  child  may  look  upon  a  bright  new  razor,  and  in 
its  little  mind  think  how  nice  it  would  bo  if  he  could  only  play 
with  it,  but  its  father  and  mother  know  it  would  not  be 
proper  for  him  to  have  it  and  hence  they  keep  it  from  him. 

It  is  sometimes  so  in  relation  to  our  Father  in  heaven.  We 
may  ask  for  certain  things  which  we  may  consider  blessings, 
but  the  Lord  does  not.  But  we  must,  in  this  matter,  be  as 
the  disciples  of  old  when  they  said  to  our  Savior,  "Lord,  teach 
OS  how  to  pray." 

We  have  very  kind  parents  and  if  we  want  any  favor  from 
the  Lord  and  do  not  know  how  to  ask,  we  should  go  to  them 
and  I  am  sure  they  will  be  pleased  to  teach  us. 

We  owe  our  lives  and  all  that  we  have  to  our  Heavenly 
Father.  We  Bhould  seek  for  guidance  from  Him.  He  is  our 
very  best  friend.  If  we  try  to  do  His  will  He  will  be  with  as, 
thoia'h  all  men  might  forsake.  lioeause  lie  is  our  friend  lie 
-ent  u-  Joseph  the  I'rophet,  Brother  Hrigham,  President 
Taylor  and  many  others,  to  teach  us  His  ways  and  He  has 
sustained  these  men  and  all  who  honored  His  counsels  through 
them.   He  haH  preserved  Zion  from  the  hands  of  wicked  men. 
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He  has  protected  His  people  from  the  beginning  of  this  dis- 
pensation and  will  do  so  as  long  as  they  will  put  their  trust  in 
Him. 

If  good  results  can  be  obtained  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of 
one  person  what  may  not  be  done  by  the  prayers  of  a  whole 
people? 

If  we  were  to  visit  the  houses  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of 
Latter-day  Saints  in  these  valleys  of  the  mountains,  in  Amer- 
ica, in  Europe,  on  the  islands  of  the  sea,  we  would  hear  a 
prayer  something  like  this  ascending  night  and  morning:  "0 
Lord,  bless  Thy  servant  President  Taylor;  endow  him  with  the 
revelations  of  Thy  holy  will.  Bless  all  who  bear  Thy  holy 
Priesthood  with  the  spirit  of  their  callings  that  they  may 
effectually  establish  Thy  kingdom  in  the  earth.  Unite  Thy 
Saints  in  the  keeping  of  Thy  laws.  Proclaim  Thy  gospel  by 
Thy  servants  to  the  convincing  of  the  honest  in  heart.  Open 
the  eyes  of  the  enemies  of  Thy  kingdom  that  they  may  know 
they  are  fighting  against  Thee  that  they  may  repent  and  cease 
their  warfare.  Hasten  the  day  when  Thy  kingdom  shall  be 
fully  established  and  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  hea- 
ven." When  such  supplications  as  these  ascend  as  the  voce 
of  tens  of  thousands  of  earnest  souls  who  can  wonder  that 
"Mormonism"  is  becoming  a  power  in  the  earth!  Who  shall 
be  surprised  that  every  weapon  formed  against  Zion  falls  to 
the  ground  without  accomplishing  its  design?'  Who  will 
marvel  that  the  would-be-great  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  are 
invariably  shorn  of  their  glory  as  soon  as  they  undertake  to 
grapple  with  the  problem  of  the  latter-days  and  crush  it  out 
of  existence?  Why  be  astonished  that  the  wisdom  of  our  wise 
men  is  hid  and  the  understanding  of  our  prudent  men  is  lost 
immediately  when  they  enter  upon  the  crusade  agaiust  the 
Latter-day  Saints? 

It  is  because  God  is  with  this  people.  And  He  gives  ear 
to  the  many  earnest  appeals  for  the  protection  of  His 
work. 

I  believe  the  Latter-day  Saints  trust  more  in  the  Lord  than 
any  other  people  do  iu  the  object  of  their  worship.  And  as 
long  a3  they  trust  in  Him  they  cannot  be  overcome,  for  the  words 
of  the  Psalmist  are  as  true  today  as  ever,  "They  that  trust  in 
the  Lord  shall  be  as  mount  Zion,  which  cannot  be  removed, 
but  abideth  forever." 


Victorious  Failures. — A  failure  may  be  pronounced  a 
success  in  the  same  ratio  that  it  leads  to  ultimate  triumph. 
There  is  a  deep  and  world-wide  significance  in  the  legend  of 
King  Robert  Bruce  and  the  spider.  Again  and  again  was  the 
spider  beaten  back  in  the  endeavor  to  accomplish  its  engineer- 
ing feat,  and  yet  seeming  failure  was  but  the  nurse  of  courage, 
till  at  length  final  victory  crowned  its  enterprise.  Were  pro- 
portionate energy  and  determination  in  the  breast  of  every 
man,  he  might  remove  mountains;  he  would  then  be  proof 
against  defeat,  invincible  against  fate.  For  many  years  Bruce 
himself  was  to  all  seeming  a  hopeless  adventurer,  schooled  in 
hardship  and  strioken  by  adversity.  For  a  long  time,  we  are 
told,  ho  listened  in  highland  glens  to  the  bay  of  the  blood- 
hounds on  his  track,  or  held  single-handed  a  |>a-~  againsl  B 
crowd  of  savage  clansmen.  It  seemed  incredible  that  such  an 
should  eye?  come  to  wear  the  crown  of  Scotland.     Bui  all 

htS  Severe  training  was  not  aelual  failure;   it  Was  the  prepara- 
tion for  victory.     Every  hardship  enoountered  brought  him 

one  Mage  nearer  the  goal.   And  how  then  can  such  enterprises 
bo  termed  failures  ? 


318 


J""CT^E]^riLE     IUSTRTJCTOE, 


HOW  MY  PRAYER  WAS  ANSWERED. 


When  I  was  a  little  boy,  like  many  of  my  read- 
ers, my  parents  were  very  kind  to  me  and  taught 
me  correct  principles,  that  I  might  grow  up  to  be 
a  good  man.  One  of  the  many  things  they  taught 
me  was  to  pray  every  night  before  going  to  bed. 
This  I  did  and  many  times  I  have  had  my  pray- 
ers answered.  I  write  this  piece  to  show  how  the 
Lord  answered  my  prayers  at  one  time. 

Often  on  nice  moonlight  nights  in  the  Summer, 
I  could  hear  boys  like  myself  playing  and  laugh- 
ing on  the  streets,  and  on  the  Sabbath  I  saw  boj's 
going  a  fishing  instead  of  going  to  Sabbath  school. 
Sometimes  I  felt  that  I  would  like  to  join  them  in 
their  sports,  but  my  parents  would  not  allow  me  to 
do  so. 

I  thought  they  were  too  strict  and  at  times  I 
would  pout  around  for  an  hour  at  a  time.  I  was 
also  cross  and  would  not  answer  anyone  in  a  pleas- 
ant manner.  To  make  a  bad  matter  worse,  I  some- 
times told  my  mother  she  was  cross  and  unkind. 
Once  I  told  her  I  wished  she  was  as  good  to  me  as 
J — 's  mother  was  to  him.  This  made  her  feel  bad 
to  think  that  she  had  got  such  things  as  she  could 
for  my  comfort,  had  cared  for  me  in  times  of  sick- 
ness, had  done  all  in  her  power  to  make  me  happy, 
and  these  were  the  thanks  she  was  to  receive! 

She  told  me  the  result  of  such  a  course  and 
begged  me  to  do  better;  to  be  kind  to  my  parents, 
brothers  and  sisters,  thus  making  them  happy  as 
well  as  myself. 

Her  talk  had  but  little  effect  upon  me.  Instead 
of  getting  better  I  became  worse  until  it  was  quite 
uncommon  to  hear  me  speak  pleasantly. 

One  night,  as  usual,  I  knelt  down  by  my  bedside 
to  pray.  In  my  prayer  I  asked  the  Lord  to  help 
me  to  be  a  better  boy. 

Some  time  after  this  I  dreamed  that  I  was  called 
to  my  mother's  room.  My  father,  brothers  and  sis- 
ters were  all  there  crying.  I  soon  saw  the  cause  of 
it.  My  loving  mother,  who  had  been  so  kind  to 
me  and  whom  I  had  treated  so  badly,  was  dead. 

All  I  had  said  and  done  flashed  through  my 
mind  in  a  moment.  Throwing  my  arms  around 
her  neck  I  kissed  her  and  wept  bitterly.  For  the 
first  time  in  a  long  while  I  could  appreciate  a 
mother's  love  and  kindness.  I  was  sorry  for  the 
course  I  had  taken,  and  said  if  she  was  alive  again 
I  would  do  all  that  I  could  to  make  her  happy. 


My  own  cries  and  sobs  woke  me  up.  Imag- 
ine my  feelings  if  you  can,  when  I  found  I  had 
been  dreaming;  that  my  mother  was  not  dead,  and 
that  I  would  have  the  chance  of  doing;  what  I 
thought  I  would  do  if  she  were  alive. 

I  have  tried  to  keep  the  promise  that  I  made 
in  my  dream,  and  have  been  happy  in  doing  so. 

The  Lord  answered  my  prayer  by  sending  me  a 
dream  which  made  me  a  better  boy. 

I  hope  my  young  readers  will  remember  this 
and  be  kind  to  their  parents  for  we  do  not  know. at 
what  time  they  may  be  called  to  leave  us. 


PRIDE    AND    TASTE. 


BY  JOSEPH  L.    TOWNSEND. 


O,  what  is  pride 

That  some  deride 
And  in  so  many  see? 

While  yet  they  speak 

That  they  are  meek, 
And  from  this  sin  are  free, 

They're  not  aware 

They're  in  the  snare 
Of  inconsistency ; 

For  some  their  pride 

Have  deified 
As  plain  humility. 

And  there  are  some 

Who  daily  come 
With  pride  in  ragged  clothes, 

And  who  are  girt 

With  useless  dirt, 
And  think  it  meekness  shows'; 

Without  excuse, 

So  plain  the  ruse 
It  shows  ere  they  depart, 

For  language  loud 

Proclaims  them  proud, 
With  a  deceitful  heart. 

For  there  are  those 

Whose  tasteful  clothes 
Are  ever  rich  and  fine, 

Who  have  a  taste 

That  all  be  placed 
With  fitness  of  design, 

Whose  clothing  rests 

Upon  a  breast 
More  meek,  and  lowly  too, 

Than  those  who  seek 

To  show  they're  meek, 
As  many  people  do. 

Too  oft  'tis  said 

The  better  bred 
Are  proud,  because  their  ways 

May  differ  from 

The  habits  some 
Accept  as  worthy  praise. 

And  thus  the  poor 

Their  lot  endure, 
With  lack  of  taste  beside, 

Because  they  make 

The  bad  mistake 
In  thinking  taste  is  pride. 
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ANTHEM.-The    Gathered  Saints. 


By  E.  Stephens. 


Slow  ntul  steady  time, 
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From  whence  come  all  these  people  whom  I    see,  With  fac-  es    bright,     and  hearts  so      gay    and    free?         0,  these  are 
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they  whom  God  has  kindly      led  To_    Zion's     land,  and  blessings  on  them  shed, To  Zion's  land, and  blessings  on  them  shed. 
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they  whom  God  has  kindly      led    To      Zion's     land,  and  blessings  on  them  shed, To  Zion's  land,  and  blessings  on  them  shed. 
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Rejoice,    ye    Saints  of    God,  rejoice    and    sing,      Ech  -  o     ve     hills,    ech 
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o _    ye  _  hills  and    all    ye   valleys 
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Rejoice,    ye    Saints  of    God,  rejoice  and    sing,    Ech-o        ye     hills,     ech  -  o        ye      hills  and      all  ye  valleys 
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Unto  the  Lord 


your  joy  -  ful  anthems  raise,your  joyful,  joyful  anthems  raise, 
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Un  -  to  the  Lord, 


an  -  to  theLordjour joyful anthems  raise,  Alloreaturea 
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Un  -  to    the  Lord, 


un    -   to  the  Lord, to  the  Lord    your        joyful,  joyful  anthems     raise,  All  creatures 
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Uu-to  the  Lord    your  joyful  anthems  raise,  Un  -  to  the  Lord  your  joyful  anthems  raise, 
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of  the  earth  resound  His  praise.    Yewho  with  willing  handshavebornethecross.Yewhohavetoiledwhileternpestragedand 
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of  the  earth  resound  his  praise.   Ye  who  with  willing  hands  have  borne  the  cross,  Ye  who  have  toiled  while  tern  pest  raged  and 
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Ye        who  with  willing  hands  have  borne  the  cross,    Ye  who  have  toiled  while  tempest  raged  and  tossed, 
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Ye        who  with  willing  hands  have  borne  the  cross,   Ye  who  have  toiled  while  tempest  raged  and  tossed, 
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Ye     shall    in       triumph  wear,     Yeshall  in      triumph 
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wear  the  victor's  crown,  Rejoice, 
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wear  the  victor's  crown,  Rejoice, 
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ye  shall  in    triumph  wear  the   vie  -  tor's  crown, shall  wear  the  victor's  crown, 
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Ye     shall  in    triumph,        ye  shall  in  triumph  wear, in  triumph  wear  the  victor's  crown, 
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Yeshall    in      triumph,    Ye  shall  in    triumph  wear  the 
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victor's      crown.      A  -  men, 
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A  -  men. 
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Yeshall    in      triumph,    Ye  shall  in     triumph  wear  the  victor's      crown.      A  -  men, 
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The  answer  to  the  Charade  published  in  No.  18.  is  Horse-  Knowledge  will  not  be  acquired  without'pains  and  appli- 

shoe.     We  have  received  a  correct  solution  from  Franklin  J.         cation.     It  is  troublesome  and  deep  digging  for  pure  water; 
Hewlett,  Salt  Lake  City.  but  when  once  you  come  to  the  spring,  it  rises  up  to  meet  you. 


